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Keep Looking Up 
By Ida A. Guirey 
Psalm 5:38 
EEP looking up, when skies are blue 
And when dark clouds hang low. 


The Lord is near, His love is true— 
He never fails, we know. 


The path ahead we may not see, 
But there is One on high 

Who knows the way and promised He 
Would guide us with His eye. 


So whether skies be blue or gray, 
Look up, faith clears the view, 

And whether rough or smooth the way 
The Lord will take you through. 


Keep looking up, for some glad day 
Our Lord will come again 

To take His own from earth away— 
Oh, what rejoicing then! 


When Peace Seems Near 
Everyone, except the most abjectly 
wicked, would be glad to see world 
peace. For then would be held in abey- 
ance at least the mental anguish, physical 
suffering, colossal sorrow, broken homes, 
and the many other evils of war. Even 
those immoral men who covet power 
and wealth through war want none of 
its pain or deprivation for themselves, and 
they are clever at arousing blind pas- 


sions and pushing other men into the 
front lines on land and sea and in the air. 
But the righteous are not willing to have 
peace at any price, to pay for it with 
Slavery and the surrender of all moral 
principles. Therefore they need to be 
on their guard, for man’s natural heart, 
untouched by divine grace, is as wicked 
as ever. Moreover, Bible prophecy 
warns us that there will never be a 
righteous, lasting peace until the King 
of righteousness returns to establish His 
own world-wide reign. In a recent 
issue of the New York Times (Aug. 8) 
there was a striking editorial called 
“Atomic Plowshares.” The writer boldly 
took his text from Isaiah 2:4, speaking 
frankly of the Old Testament and Isaiah, 
and quoting accurately the phrase, “shall 
beat their swords into plowshares and 
their spears into pruning hooks.” He 
referred enthusiastically to the recent 
display by many nations in Geneva of 
numerous devices for obtaining atomic 
power for peaceful uses. He thought 
our advance since Hiroshima was “cause 
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|. John Bunyan on 


A condensation of the main arguments from 


indeed for rejoicing and thanksgiving.” 
He believes this makes possible “an 
abundance of power beyond all previous 
generations’ imaginings,” and that the 
major atomic powers are showing “how 
the fateful reactions of fission and fusion 
can make men’s lives richer, longer and 
happier.” He concluded, “But at Geneva 
today we come face to face with the 
bright new world which is possible to- 
morrow.” No one would want to throw 
cold water on honest efforts for peace. 
But the danger is that in all these con- 
ferences on a high level there is no 
recognition of God, no humble seeking 
for His wisdom, and certainly no real- 
ization that durable peace will come only 
with the return of Christ. Perhaps “the 
day of the Lord” is nearer than we think, 
“for when they shall say, Peace and 
safety; then sudden destruction cometh 
upon them” (1 Thess. 5:2, 3). Let us 
who know Him be watchful and prayer- 
ful and busy in His work, in order that 
we may meet Him unashamed and with 


joy. . 


First-Day Worship 


“Questions About the 


Nature and Perpetuity of the Seventh-Day Sabbath; and Proof That 


the First Day of the Week Is the True Christian Sabbath”; in 
Complete Works of John Bunyan,” with an 
John P. Gulliver, D.D., LL.D.; published by Bradley, Garretson 


“The 
the Rev. 
and 


introduction by 


Company, 66 North Fourth Street, Philadelphia, 1874; out of print. 


HAVE written upon this subject 
I for that I would, as in other 

Gospel truths, be a fellow witness 
with good men that the day in which 
our Lord rose from the dead should be 
much set by of Christians. 

A Jewish seventh-day sabbath has no 
promise of grace belonging to it, if that 
be true (as to be sure it is) where Paul 
says, “The command to honour parents 
is the first commandment with promise.” 








Comfort for Dark Days 





“For God hath not given us the 
spirit of fear; but of power, and 
of love, and of a sound mind” (2 
Tim. 1:7). 




















The timing of a sabbath for us lies 
in God, not man; in grace, not nature; 
nor in the ministration of death writ- 
ten and engraven in stones; God always 
reserving to Himself a power to alter 
and change both time and modes of wor- 
ship according to His own will. 

QUESTION I 

Whether the seventh-day sabbath is of, 
or made known to man by, the law and 
light of nature? 

By the law or light of nature I mean 
that law which was concreate with [i.e., 
created with] man; that which is natural 
to him, being original with and essential 
to himself; consequently that which is 
invariable and unalterable, as is that 
nature. 

I grant that by this law of nature 
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man understands that: there is one eter- 
nal God; that this God is te be wor- 
shipped according to His own will; con- 
sequently that time must be allowed to 
do it in; but whether the law or light 
of nature teacheth, and that of itself, 
without the help of revelation, that the 
seventh day of the week is that time 
sanctified of God and set apart for His 
worship, that is the question; and the 
grounds of it are these: 

First. Because the law of nature is 
antecedent to this day, yea, completed 
as a law before it was known or -re- 
vealed to man that God either did or 
would sanctify the seventh day of the 
week at all. By the law of nature Adam 
understood it not; it was not made 
known to him thereby. 

Secondly. To affirm the contrary is 
to make the law of nature supernatural, 
which is an impossibility. Yea, they 
that do so make it a predicter, a prophet 
—a prophet about divine things to come; 
yea, a prophet able to foretell what shall 
be, and that without a revelation, which is 
a strain never yet prophet pretended to. 

Thirdly. If it be of the law of nature, 
then all men by nature are convinced 
of the necessity of keeping it, and that 
though they never read or heard of the 
revealed will of God about it; but this 
we find not in the world. 

Fourthly. If, therefore, the seventh- 
day sabbath is not of the law of nature, 
then it should seem not to be obligatory 
to all. For instituted worship and the 
necessary circumstances thereunto be- 
longing is obligatory but to some. 

Fifthly. I doubt [i.e., I suppose] the 
seventh-day sabbath is not of the law of 
nature, and so not moral; because though 
we read that the law of nature, and that 
before Moses, was charged upon the 
world, yet I find not till then that the 
profanation of a seventh-day sabbath 
was charged upon the world; and indeed 
to me this very thing makes a great 
scruple in the case. 

It follows, therefore, that if the law 
of nature doth not of itself reveal to us, 
as men, that the seventh day is the holy 
sabbath of God, that that day, as to the 
sanction of it, is not moral, but rather 
arbitrary—to wit, imposed by the will 
of God: upon His people until the. time 
He thought fit to change it for another 
day. 

QuEsTION II 

Whether the seventh-day sabbath, as 
to man’s keeping of it holy, was ever 
made known to or imposed by a positive 
precept upon him until the time of 
Moses, which from Adam was about two 
thousand years? 

Now as to the imposing of a seventh- 
day sabbath upon men from Adam to 
Moses, of that we find nothing in holy 
writ either from precept or example. 
True, we find that solemn worship was 
performed by the saints that then lived 
—for both Abel, Noah, Abraham, Isaac, 
Jacob sacrificed unto God—but we read 
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not that the seventh day was the time 
prefixed of God for their so worshipping, 
or that they took any notice of it. 

I therefore take little notice of what 
a man saith, though he flourisheth his 
matter with many brave words, if he 
bring not with him, “Thus saith the 
Lord.” 

Moses himself seems to have the 
knowledge of it at first, not by tradition, 
but by revelation; as it is (Ex, 16:23); 
“This is that,” saith he, “that the Lord 
hath said” (namely, to me, for we read 
not, as yet, that he said it to anybody 
else), “To-morrow is the sabbath of the 
holy rest unto the Lord.” 

The punishment due to the breach 
of the seventh-day sabbath was hid from 
men to the time of Moses, as is clear 
for that it is said of the breaker of the 
sabbath, “They put him in ward, be- 
cause it was not as yet declared what 
should be done unto him.” But me- 
thinks, had this seventh-day sabbath 
been imposed upon men from the be- 
ginning, the penalty or punishment due 
to the breach thereof had certainly been 
known before now. ‘ 

God’s giving of the seventh-day sab- 
bath was with respect to stated and 
stinted worship in His Church; the which, 
until the time of Moses, was not set 
up among His people. Things till then 
were adding or growing—now a sacri- 
fice, then circumcision, then again, long 
after that, the passover, etc. But when 
Israel was come into the wilderness, 
there to receive, as God’s congregation, 
a stated, stinted, limited way of wor- 
ship, then he appoints them a time and 
times to perform this worship in; but, 
as I said afore,“ before that it was not 
so, as the whole five books of Moses 
plainly show; wherefore the seventh- 
day sabbath, as such a limited day, can- 
not be moral or of the law of nature, 
nor imposed till then. 

And methinks Christ Jesus and His 
apostles do plainly enough declare this 
very thing; for that when they repeat 
unto the people or expound before them 
the moral law, they quite exclude the 
seventh-day sabbath; yea, Paul makes 
that law to us complete without it. 

We will first touch upon what Christ 
doth in this case. 

As in His sermon upon the mount, in 
all that large and heavenly discourse 
upon this law, you have not one syllable 
about the seventh-day sabbath. 

So when the young man came run- 
ning and kneeliag, and asking what 
good thing he should do to inherit eter- 
nal life, Christ bids him keep the com- 
mandments; but when the young man 
asked which, Christ quite leaves out 
the seventh day and puts him upon the 
other. 

Paul also, when he makes mention of 
the moral law, quite leaves out of that 
the very name of the seventh-day sab- 
bath, and professeth that to ys Chris- 
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Notes on Open Letters 
Has a Baby a Soul? 


Please give me whatever informa- 
tion you can on the following ques- 
tion: 

Has a child before reaching the 
age of accountability a soul? 

I have asked this question of some 
and they could not give me anything 
tangible or Scripture on which to 
base a satisfactory opinion. My pas- 
tor told me he would be fair and say 
that he did not know if an infant had 
a soul, 

I thank you for any light you may 
give me.—A Georgia reader. 

All human beings’ are descended from 
Adam, the first man. Of him it is writ- 
ten, “And the Lord God formed man of 
the dust of the ground, and breathed 
into his nostrils the breath of life; and 
man became a living soul” (Gen, 2:7). 
This text is referred to by the Apostle 
Paul in his great chapter on the Resur- 
rection: “And so it is written, the first 
man Adam was made a living soul; the 
last Adam was made a quickening spirit” 
(1 Cor. 15:45). From Adam comes our 
natural life, and through faith in Christ 
comes the new birth which imparts spir- 
itual life. In these passages we see 
man’s tripartite nature, that is, that he 
is composed of body, soul, and spirit. 
Paul referred again to this fact when 
he wrote, “And the very God of peace 
sanctify you wholly; and I pray God 
your whole spirit and soul and body be 
preserved blameless unto the coming of 
our Lord Jesus Christ” (1 Thess. 5:23). 

Every baby that is conceived is a 
human,being, and therefore has a human 
soul. 

The question asked in the above letter 
is related to one that has been discussed 
by theologians for centuries, and which 
was dealt with in this department in the 
Times, August 31, 1935, under the title, 
“Are the Souls of All Babies Newly 
Created?” The following is a résumé 
of what was then said. 

There are three schools of Christian 
thought, or theology, which attempt to 
explain the creation of individuals. The 
three are called pre-existence, traducian- 
ism, and creationism. In the history of 
the Christian Church pre-existence has 
not been very widely accepted; but tra- 
ducianism and creationism have each 
been held by large numbers of Chris- 
tians, and it is generally admitted that 
creationism has been the more widely 
held. Two sound theologians of the last 
century have been the strongest modern 
advocates of these two views, Dr. Wil- 
liam G. T. Shedd arguing for traducian- 
ism, and Dr. Charles Hodge for crea- 
tionism. 

“Traducianism,” wrote Dr. Shedd, “ap- 
plies the idea of species to both body 


(Continued on page 684) 
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Lesson for September 18 


“Why Didn’t He Give It to Me?” 
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When a Colombian Indian chief first 


heard the Gospel story 


ad Do let that white man come 


near you. He has come to eat the 

Indians!” Such was the strange 
report given by the Catholic priest to 
the nearest Indians in the interior town 
of Colombia, where I had arrived for the 
sole purpose of telling of the One who 
gave Himself for them. The warning 
was designed to be spread through the 
jungles in which I had proposed to tell 


‘this story of Jesus, 


He produced a magical effect, for I 
had no opportunity to explain to them 
the overwhelming love of God for them, 
as well as for the rest of the world. 
Every time I made an attempt to go in 
the direction of a red man, he would 
look askance at me and vanish, or sev- 
eral Indians would gather in a huddle, 
whispering and pointing in my direction. 

I hastened to God in prayer. After 
three days the Lord laid His hand upon 
me, and I felt impressed to make a con- 
tact with the chief right away, but where 
could I find him? I had heard his name 
was Miguel Domico, but did not know 
where he or his house could be found. 
Encouragement was given by the Lord, 
however, who quieted my spirit by such 
reasoning as, “Can you not trust Me, 
simply as a little child? Start out in 
the direction in which you generally see 
the Indians walking, and let Me have 
a chance to help you.” 


My First Contact 

Down the path I started, not knowing 
what dangers were lurking around and 
before me, but, depending utterly upon 
the Lord for the souls of these men, I 
pressed forward. Not a bird was flying, 
and not a leaf could I see moving. The 
only sound came from the river, roar- 
ing a few yards away on my left. Trust- 
ing in the Lord, I watched both sides 
as I continued my search, tense to see 
what might happen, when, suddenly, I 
detected a form moving far ahead. Was 
it retiring, or was it coming toward me? 
Yes, it was approaching! In a few mo- 
ments I noticed that the form was 
clothed in red. It must be an Indian! 
It was an Indian! But—what would he 
be—friend or foe? I begged the Lord 
to keep him in the path and to rule his 
spirit. 

As he drew within reach of my hand, 
I thrust it out directly in front of him, 
with a “Good morning. My name is 
Roberto, and I am in a dilemma, and 
need help.” Somewhat uncertainly, he 
extended his hand, 

“The matter is so pressing that I must 
present it to the chief of the Indians, 
Miguel Domico,” I proceeded. “Would 
you be able to ‘tell me where I may 
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By ROBERT E. NEIGHBOUR, Jr. 


From time to time reports have come 
from foreign mission fields telling 
of nationals who have asked the 
missionaries why the Good News 
was not brought to them before. Mr. 
Neighbour, who, under the Jungie 
Indian Mission, has worked among 
the Indians of Colombia, South 
America, from 1943 to 1949, and who 
hopes to return shortly, tells how he 
felt divinely constrained to carry the 
message back into the jungle to an 
unreached people, and how a slightly 
different version of the same sort of 
question was put to him. In spite of a 
priest’s efforts to turn the Indians 
against him, the Lord opened the 
way for Mr. Neighbour, protected 
him, and led him to a chief whose 
heart was soon opened to receive 
the old, old story. 








locate him? I couldn’t have a message 
more vital for him.” 
“Miguel Domico?” he probed. “Is. it 
really Miguel Domico that you seek?” 
“Yes, and it is very important,” I af- 
firmed. 


“But does it really require Miguel 
Domico—this message of which you 
speak?” 


“Why, yes, I am sure that he only is 
the one.” 

“Well,” he acknowledged, haltingly, “I 
am Miguel Domico.” 

“Oh, Chief,” I exclaimed, “I have some 
official papers from the greatest of all 
rulers or kings, and I feel it is impera- 
tive to tell you the story contained 
therein.” 

“Come to my house, then, if it is such 
an important matter, and you may tell 
me there,” replied the chief. | 

I followed him gladly, giving thanks 
to the Lord, as my Indian companion 
assumed the post of guide, leading me 
all the way as we climbed the massive 
mountains. He walked too far ahead of 
me for the successful carrying on of 
a conversation, even though I seriously 
endeavored to retard his rate at times. 

For quite a few hours I trudged un- 
ceasingly behind the head tribesman, 
not knowing when we would arrive at 
his home, when suddenly I saw squarely 
in front of us an Indian home with a 
wigwam-shaped roof, all of which was 
constructed high off the ground out of 
sticks, huge leaves, and posts. I looked 
in consternation inside the house and 
saw about twenty-five Indians there. 
The reason for their congregating in this 
one house was not clear to me, nor could 
I understand precisely what they were 
doing. 


The chief went into the hut without 
introduction, talked a few moments to 
the others, and invited me to come in. 
I let him ask me the third time before 
I slowly crept in with so many eyes 
focused on me, no word breaking the 
coldness of their scrutinizing counte- 
nances. 

On the other side of the house was 
a black pot, evidently used for stewing, 
placed over big logs of wood, waiting 
to be used again, apparently. The women 
partly surrounded it, speaking nervously, 
while the men were preparing their 
blowguns or sharpening their knives. 

A huge bow! of souplike matter and 
a chunk of baked mush and brownish 
meat were in the hands of a woman as 
she came forward, presenting them to 
me. She grunted gutterally, “Uh-h-uh!” 
meaning probably, “Here! It’s up to you.” 

“Uh, well, uh, uh, I have already eaten 
quite a while ago,” I began to explain 
to the chief, who was near by. “Don’t 
you realize I came to impart to you a 
remarkable bit of news that you have 
never heard?” 

“The crazy fellow doesn’t feel like 
eating now,” he must have’ pointed out 
to the squaw, for she folded up every 
scrap of food and took it back to the 
groups of women. ‘ 

I began to look around me, wondering 
what all those Indians were about to 
do. Around the fireplace and in that 
soot-black pot there appeared to be 
barely enough dinner for the mouths 
then present, but not more than suffi- 
cient for that night. 


Were. They Enemies or Friends? : 

Within a little while everyone, as well 
as the chief, was busy eating, and allowed 
me in this way a chance to analyze each 
of their faces while they were so well 
occupied. Maybe they were already de- 
termined to be enemies toward me—or, 
perhaps, by the help of the Lord, could 
be friends. I couldn't be certain either 
way because their faces were too stolid. 
They refused to give me any evidence 
of hostility or expression of kindness. 

Soon, they appeared to be groggy from 
their heavy meal, their eyelids drooped, 
and one by one they began to drop to 
sleep en the floor. 

“Pardon me, Chief, but I thought you 
would give me permission to disclose 
this amazing news that I have to share 
with you,” I earnestly challenged. 
“Truly, you cannot allow a delay, because 
there is such urgency. I don’t see how 
I can wait a minute longer.” 

“Well, we all feel that we would be 
much more ready to hear you in the 
morning,” said the chief. “I’m not going 
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to let anybody leave before that time. 
I have already given orders for them all 
to stay, but we are all going to sleep 
now.” 

“But where am I going to sleep?” 
I stuttered, as I noticed the floor filling 
up. 

“Oh, there is a place all fixed for you,” 
he informed me, “up on this platform. 
I'll show you how to climb there. Here 
is a pole with notches by which you 
may climb up there. Look! Right over 
the pot!” 

“Well, all right, Chief, I’ll be talking 
to the Lord tonight, and I’ll see you in 
the morning,” I agreed. 

That night I peeked down at the In- 
dians frequently and prayed steadily to 
the Lord. There was no use saying 
poetical or mechanical prayers. I had 
a realistic experiernce. Well, the Lord 
heard me in a realistic way, too! 

Before the morning rays of light be- 
gan to steal into the house, I began to 
smell and feel waves of heat creeping 
upward. I peered down and saw some 
squaws starting a fire under me. The 
chief was still asleep. Soon the smoke 
began almost to choke me. 

Now this time I leaned far over the 
edge, having decided to practice some 
Indian words on them—words that I had 
learned the day before. “Bari sanwapi?” 
I greeted. Nobody looked up, nor did 
I notice any alteration of their expres- 
sion. 

“Evidently they didn’t understand 
what I said,” I thought to myself. “I 
believe I’ll try the other words, ‘Pika 
bu ka?’” (“Is everything all right?”), I 
further probed. Still, all faces were ex- 
pressionless. 

This time I didn’t. wait any longer. I 
sprang forward, landing in the midst of 
several Indians with a thump that awak- 
ened them all. 

“Good morning, Chief,” I ventured, as 
my foot barely missed his ear. 

“Oh, did you wake up?” he queried, in 
confusion. 

“Well, Chief, what about my giving 
this urgent message now?” I insisted, 
not wanting to wait until any further 
arrangements might be concluded re- 
garding the pot before the opportunity 
was gained to present the story that 
changes sinful lives, 

“I just can’t wait any longer!” I added. 

“Everybody be quiet, and sit down,” 
ordered the chief. Then they gathered 
in a semicircle to listen. 

“I have a document from the Ruler 
of all the universe to prove that you 
have an opportunity to be a son. of the 
great Creator of all this earth—the 
mountains, the rivers, and all the life 
that is in them,” I proceeded. “God, 
this Creator, so loved you that He sent 
part of Himself, His only Son, to come 
down among us to give us a new life 
so that you may be His sons and to 
pay the price for our dirty ways and 
to deliver us from our old ways.” 

I began reading from John 1:1. 
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“Now wait a minute,” interrupted the 
chief. “Just one big question, I have to 
be answered. If that remarkable and 
amazing document that you have truly 
is the Word of God, why didn’t He give 
it to me? I don’t see why He would 
have written such a wonderful Book 
and not give it to us. I have never 
heard of it. Neither did my father or 
ancestors, nor have any of our tribe ever 
yet heard of it.” 

I was left stunned for an_ instant. 
Never had I had to handle the question 
just in this way. 

“Well, Chief,” I floundered—but here 
I was with the possibility of losing the 
golden privilege of presenting the beau- 
tiful Gospel story. Then the Lord 
brought a portion of Scripture immedi- 
ately to mind. 

“See here, friend, the Lord has al- 
ready answered your question, so He 
has fully thought of your problem ahead 
of time. Look, in this same Word in 
which He tells us how to have our sins 
forgiven, He tells the people that accept 
this Gospel story, ‘Go ye therefore, and 
teach all nations, baptizing them in the 
name of the Father, and of the Son, and 
of the Holy Ghost: teaching them to 
observe all things whatsoever I have 
commanded you: and, lo, I am with you 
alway, even unto the end of the world.’” 

“Wait a minute,” requested the In- 
dian. “Let me hear it again.” 

After hearing it read again slowly, he 
ejaculated: 

“I see then that it is not God’s fault 
that we hadn’t received the message. 
Now—whose fault is it? That is the 
question that remains to be answered. 
I’ve got to know this,” he said, as if 
he were ready to pin the blame on some- 
one. 

“Well, I guess I’m much to blame, 
since I did not come sooner, and there 
are other people back in my country 
who know about this marvelous story 
and have done nothing to let you know. 
They have neither come nor have they 
helped anyone else to come. 

“Anyway, I have come now and this 
is your golden opportunity to accept the 
Saviour and full pardon for your sins.” 

The Indian leader began to interpret 
with great heart in the Embera lan- 
guage to those listening in. Interest was 
ardently spreading. 

“How may we receive the Son of God, 
the Lord Jesus?” asked the spokesman. 

“Just as you would a gift, if I were 
to offer one to you.” 

He told that to those surrounding us. 
After a few minutes of fast exchange 
of words, he spoke up to say: 

“Well, how will be the best way to beg 
Him to save us? Would it not be good 
to fall on our knees when we speak? 
That is the way we often do when we 
want desperately to request something.” 

“Well, I will kneel down with you, 
for that is the only way to feel when 
we truly want to come to Him.” 

The chief knelt down. with the others 
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and earnestly asked the Lord to save 
him. Tears were flowing not only from 
him, but also those who were gathered 
around, as the promises were made that 
day for time and eternity. 

Some weeks afterward, the chieftain 
very seriously approached me and said: 

“You know, Membea [‘brother’], I fee] 
as if I shall never want to stop until 
I have reached everybody with this 
story of Christ!” 


Nassau, BAHAMAS, 
ve 


Has a Baby a Soul? 


(Continued from second page) 


and soul. Upon the sixth day God cre- 
ated two human individuals, one male 
and one female, and in them also cre- 
ated the specific psychico-physical 
nature from which all subsequent in- 
dividuals of the human family are pro- 
created both psychically and physically.” 
Dr. Shedd refers to “that single act of 
God mentioned in Genesis 1:27, by which 
He created ‘man male and female,’” and 
gives other Scriptural references for 
his view. 

Dr. Hodge, who favored creationism, 
wrote: “The common doctrine of the 
Church, and especially of the Reformed 
theologians, has ever been that the soul 
of the child is not generated or derived 
from the parents, but that it is created 
by the immediate agency of God.” He 
then gives his reasons for holding this 
view. 

The comments in the Times concluded: 

“It may perhaps be a _ comforting 
thought to many, who have neither the 
time nor the opportunity to go deeply 
into this question, that such an eminent 
theologian as Dr. Hodge, after a thor- 
ough study of the whole matter, wrote: 
‘We may confess that generation, the 
reproduction of a new individual of the 
human race, is an inscrutable mystery.’ 
Delitzsch, a great scholar, ‘asserts that 
he was wrestling with the subject all 
his life’ (Shedd). Augustine seems to 
have been undecided. ‘Luther, accord- 
ing to Delitzsch, was at first inclined to 
traducianism . . . but afterwards dis- 
tinguished the creation and infusion of 
the soul into the body as the second 
conception, from the first bodily concep- 
tion’ (Shedd). 

“It seems probable that this is one of 
the problems on which we shall not 
have full light until we reach Heaven. 
But we do know certain facts, which 
we can and should teach our children 
with all confidence. The Word of God 
plainly reveals to us that the natural 
man is ‘dead in trespasses and sins’ (Eph. 
2:1); that ‘except a man be born of 
water and of the Spirit, he cannot enter 
into the kingdom of God... . Ye must 
be born again’ (John 3:5-7); and that 
only those who receive Christ have the 
‘power .to become the sons of God’ (John 
1; 12).” 
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Creating and Holding Interest and Attention 


Methods that Sunday school teachers have tested and found effective 


A Seven-Day Follow-Up 
By Wouter Van Garrett 


HERE were twelve of them. And they 

were Juniors. And they were boys. 
They had had a teacher, but his term 
of service was short because he moved 
out of the community. After that the 
superintendent did the best he could. 
He seemed unable to find anyone who 
was willing to take the responsibility 
of teaching them regularly. So they 
had substitutes—a different one almost 
every Sunday. And the situation was 
getting worse each week. 

Finally, as if in answer to serious 
and earnest prayer, a young man came 
along and accepted the challenge. His 
first Sunday was pretty rough, but he 
stood up to it, and after that one could 
see an improvement each week. The 
day eame when those boys were the model 
group in the whole school. 

The new teacher began by giving those 
lads a good talking to. He had not 
planned anything like that, but within 
ten minutes after he had started they 
had tried every trick on him. You see 
how far they had drifted in discipline 
and respect for the school. 

He decided to explain/ to them just 
why they were there. If any boy was 
determined that he didn’t want to learn 
anything about the Bible and how to 
live a Christian life, then he had better 
stay home. This was the house of the 
Lord, and as such it deserved a certain 
reverence. He was to be the new teacher 
and he intended to be a.good teacher, 
but he was going to have their atten- 
tion and their co-operation or élse—, 

“Gee, that guy’s tough,” whispered the 
class bully to his nearest understudy. 
“But mebbe he’s got something.” 

From that moment, those twelve boys 
began to draw: more and more closely 
about that teacher. It was not only 
what he taught them. He gave them 
well-prepared lessons, but he also lived 
before them, The hour in Sunday school 
was only one of many hours in the week. 
His interest and effort followed them 
every day of the seven. 

He took hikes with them, took them 
swimming, went fishing, and joined in 
their hobbies. And in every single’ 
activity he showed himself to be a fine 
Christian. In a few weeks he knew all 
about each one of his boys, what his 
interests were, his hobbies, his home 
background, and his problems—if he had 
any. 

I was walking down the street with 


. this teacher and four times he stopped 


@ moment to ask a question, or offer a 
Suggestion, or to make a comment to 
Some boy we passed. 


“Is your mother better, Dick?” I heard 
him ask a bright looking chap who 
smiled his reply, 

“Did you make the team last night?” 
he asked a second boy. “Congratula- 
tions! I'll be down to see you play. 
Make it good!” 

And so it went. The expression on 
those boys’ faces revealed the deep re- 
spect and affection they had in their 
hearts for him. 

Occasionally he was called upon to 
settle some dispute between some of his 
boys, and he always did it with such 
a degree of fairness that they accepted 
his decision as final. He was in constant 
touch with them all through the week 
and they looked forward to every min- 
uté that he spent with them. 

When Sunday morning arrived they 
were all present. If any member was 
absent without a reason, a special com- 
mittee was soon on its way to bring him 
in—if he lived within short distance of 
the Sunday school, 

It is not difficult to see that the first 
great factor in the lives of those boys 
was the deep personal interest that 
teacher had in each one of them. The 
next great force was his personal con- 
secration. He was genuinely spiritual and 
regarded the work of a teacher as God’s 
call, ‘ 

In addition to these facts there was 
the important participation he inspired 
in them. The department always had 
collected all hymnbooks after the ses- 
sion and put them in a cupboard; the 
sexton usually attended to that chore. 
This teacher began to assign two boys 
to distribute the books before the school 


began, and two more to collect them. 


afterward; he had one boy gather all 
the class books and place them on the 
secretary’s ‘desk. Two of them took 
turns, with other members of the de- 
partment, in gathering the offering and 
presenting it before the altar. Of course, 
all these ideas had previously been dis- 
cussed with the superintendent of the 
department and had his full co-oper- 
ation. 

As the lesson schedule permitted, 
about once a month, he had a boy’ give 
a three-minute talk on such Bible char- 
acters as Abraham, David, Paul, and the 
like. On several occasions when a boy 
had prepared an exceptionally good talk, 
he was later invited to give it to the 
entire department. 

This past season, many of the above 
methods were employed to keep a class 
of Junior boys interested in a little union 
school at the seashore. Some fifteen 
boys, who had come from many differ- 
ent communities, had an attendance rec- 
ord that surpassed the entire school. 











This little church has a bell in the tower 
that the boys can ring, and after each 
session we selected two of them to ring 
it for the church service that followed. 
Most of the other methods that we had 
previously observed in a large school 
were used with equal success in the 
little one-room school by thé seashore. 

No class is hopeless! But it may re- 
quire a great deal of effort, and patience, 
and diplomacy, and prayer. But when 
the class responds, as this one did, the 
satisfaction far outweighs all the effort 
it entailed. The Lord always blesses per- 
sistent and sincere Christian endeavor. 
He blesses both the pupil and the teacher. 


Ocean City, N. J, 
bi 


Keeping Interest From Straying 
By Esther M. Pollit 


(<4 OOD morning, boys! I was so 

proud of you this morning during 
our opening exercises. You paid atten- 
tion while Mrs. Wildy was talking. She 
didn’t have to speak to a single boy in 
our class. You sang well—” 

We had all come in the classroom to- 
gether and I had begun my greeting 
the instant we were in the door. They 
were all seated now, their upturned 
faces smiling. I had their attention. It 
was up to me to hold it, but the im- 
portance of securing their attention at 
once cannot be. overestimated. 

Naturally, I do not use the same greet- 
ing each time. If one has misbehaved, 
my greeting might be, “You know, boys, 
our class has a record for good behavior. 
{I sit among them during assembly to 
keep order.) Let’s not spoil our good 
record. Let’s be the very best class in 
the whole school.” 

These few words put each boy at ease, 
and in a happy, receptive frame of mind. 
Note that no single boy was belittled 
before his classmates. Reprimands, if 
necessary, are best made privately, after 
class or whenever there is opportunity 
to whisper a few words to the one who ‘ 
has misbehaved. 

Records should take as little time as 
possible and be done interestingly. If 
a child is present that was absent the 
previous Sunday, never fail to assure 
him of how glad you are that he’s back, 
telling him that every boy is needed in 
the class. Appreciation should be shown 
the regular attenders. Records may be 
made while thus conversing with the 
children, thereby holding their interest. 

As any teacher will tell you, there 
are Sundays when, in spite of everything 
he or she can do, it seems impossible 


(Continued on page 698) 





clear, conclusive, and feadily seen and understood 

as the formation of the nation of Israel seven years 

ago, May 14, 1948, in the land of Palestine. Many other signs 

have been brought before the Christian public by various 

writers. But it is often hard to find unmistakable proph- 

ecies that apply to the events in our own time, and say 
without fear of contradiction, “That is that.” 

One of the best informed men today on things Palestinian 

is Mr. George T. B. Davis. He traveled with Torrey and 

Alexander in their world-wide evangelistic campaigns, and 


N: SIGN of fulfilled prophecy in our own time is so 


Bible Prophecies Fulfilled Today 


for many years has been the diréctor of the Million Testa. 
ments Campaigns. He is an experienced journalist and the 
author of a number of books on soul-winning and Bible 
prophecy. His frequent visits in recent years to the Holy 
Land and places of Biblical significance, and his keen insight 
into the Word of God, qualify him admirably for the task 
to which he has set his hand in revealing these marvelous, 
present-day fulfillments of many prophecies. Mr. Davis 
has just written a new and up-to-date series of ten articles 
which will appear in THE SunpAy ScHoo, Times, beginning 
October 1. 


Here are brief foreviews of the amazing developments of which.Mr. Davis has written: 


1. The Miracle of the Jews’ Regathering 

The return of the Jews to their an- 
cient homeland is one of the most as- 
tounding miracles in the world’s history. 
The Prophet Jeremiah’s prediction of 
their return to their homeland is being 
fulfilled to the very letter. You will 
be interested in reading how hundreds 
of thousands of Jews have returned 
from more than sixty countries. 


2. “On Eagles’ Wings”: 
From Aden to Israel 
The Yemenite Jews emigrated from 
Israel to southern Arabia hundreds of 
years before Christ. For generations 
they have had a tradition that they 
would be carried back to Israel “on 
eagles’ wings.” Read the story of how 
this came to pass in a most unexpected 
manner in our generation. 


3. From Desert to Garden of the Lord 
Old Testament prophets foretold that 
the land of Israel would lie desolate and 
waste for a long period of time, and that 
later it would blossom like the rose. 
Read how these prophecies are being 
fulfilled with precise accuracy. 


4, Three Palestine Cities Perish 


We are told in Matthew 11:20 that 
most of our Lord’s mighty works were 
done in Capernaum and other nearby 
cities. But in spite of these great mir- 
acles the people of these cities failed 
to repent and turn to God. Finally, our 
Lord pronounced dire judgment upon 
three cities in Palestine. Read the story 
of how these cities have been utterly 
destroyed exactly as foretold. 


5. Ashkelon Becomes Garden City 


Ashkelon was one of the great and 
powerful cities of the Philistines. Be- 
cause of the Philistines’ idolatry and 
their hatred of the Jews, dire judgment 


was pronounced against them. The Phi- 
listines have utterly perished from the 
face of the earth, and Ashkelon was 
destroyed as foretold. But the Prophet 
Zephaniah predicted that Ashkelon 


would be for the remnant of the house’ 


of Judah. This is being fulfilled to the 


very letter. Ashkelon is being rebuilt 
by the Jews as a garden city. 
6. The Desolation of Edom 

In ancient times the rock-hewn city 
of Petra in Edom was a great and flour- 
ishing metropolis. But because of the 
idolatry of the Edomites and their hatred 
of Israel, the prophet foretold their 
doom. See how these prophecies against 
Edom have been fulfilled to the very 
letter. Today Petra is a desolation with- 
out an inhabitant. 





7. Nineyeh’s Deliverance and Final Doom 


Nineveh was once a mighty city. Its 
walls are said to have been 100 feet 
high. Nineveh repented at the preach- 
ing of Jonah, but later the people fell 
again into sin and the city perished as 
predicted by Nahum the prophet. It 
has remained desolate to this day. Nine- 
veh’s desolation and doom should be a 
warning to our great and wicked cities 
to repent and turn to God. 


8. The Fall of Mighty Babylon: 


Babylon was one of the greatest cities 
of antiquity. Under King Nebuchad- 
nezzar it reached the zenith of its glory. 
But while it was still great and power- 
ful, Isaiah and Jeremiah pronounced 
terrible judgments upon it because of 
its pride and idolatry. It was to become 
a heap of ruins and the habitation of 
wild beasts of the desert. Read how the 
prophecies uttered 2,500 years ago are 
fulfilled today to the very letter. 


9. The Desert Blossoming Like the Rose 


For centuries the Negev in southern 
Israel has been a dry and desolate wil- 
derness, But the Prophet Isaiah pre- 
dicted concerning Israel’s future that the 
“Lord would make “her wilderness like 
Eden, and her desert like the garden 
of the Lord.” You will enjoy reading 
the story of how this prophecy of long 
ago is being gloriously fulfilled in the 
Negev today. 


10. Israel’s Glorious Future 


How marvelously the Lord has blessed 
the Jews since He called Abraham from 
Ur of the Chaldees nearly 4,000 years 
ago! But the Lord has far greater bless- 
ing for them in the future! Read about 
these wondrous events that will come 
to pass in the land of Israel in the days 
to come! 


A SPECIAL OFFER FOR THIS SERIES 





An eighteen-weeks subscription to THe Sunpay ScHoo. 
Times at $1 (Canada, $1.10, U.S.A. dollars) will include the 
entire series of ten articles by Mr. Davis. For each three 
new eighteen-weeks subscriptions to the Tres, if you are 
a resident of the United States, you may have, without 


395 N. thiteonh S. The Sunday School Times Company Pritadetohic 5, Pa. 


additional money cost, one copy of Edgar Ainslie’s studies in 
the Book of Revelation entitled “The Dawp of the Scarlet 
Age.” Send all subscriptions at one time, mentioning this 
offer. (Foreign customs restrictions limit this offer to those 
residing in the United States and its possessions.) 
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LESSON 12. SEPTEMBER 18. MALACHI CALLS FOR RIGHTEOUS LIVING 
Leviticus 22:21, 22; Malachi; printed text, Malachi 3:1-6, 13-18 


Golden Text.—Have we not all one father? hath not one God created us? why do we deal treacherously every man 
against his brother . . .?—Mal. 2:10 


Tue Kinc JAMES VERSION 

Mal. 3:1 Behold, I will send my messenger, and he shall 
prepare the way before me: and the Lord, whom ye seek, 
shall suddenly come to his temple, even the messenger of 
the covenant, whom ye delight in: behold, he shall come, 
saith the Lorp of. hosts. 

2 But who may abide the day of his coming? and who 
shall stand when he appeareth? for he is like a refiner’s fire, 
and like fullers’ soap: 

3 And he shall sit as a refiner and purifier of silver: and 
he shall purify the sons of Levi, and purge them as gold 
and silver, that they may offer unto the Lorp an offering 
in righteousness, 

4 Then shall the offering of Judah and Jerusalem be 
pleasant unto the Lorp, as in the days of old, and as in formet 
years. ‘ 

5 And I will come near to you to judgment; and I will 
be a swift witness against the sorcerers, and against the 
adulterers, and against false swearers, and against those 
that oppress the hireling in his wages, the widow, and the 
fatherless, and that turn aside the stranger from his right, 
and fear not me, saith the Lorp of hosts. 


6 For I am the Lorp, I change not; therefore ye sons of 
Jacob are not consumed, 


~ 

13 Your words have been stout against me, saith the Lorp. 
Yet ye say, What have we spoken so much against thee? 

14 Ye have said, It is vain to serve God: and what profit 
is it that we have kept his ordinances, and that we have 
walked mournfully before the Lorp of hosts? 

15 And now we call the proud happy; yea, they that work 
wickedness are set up; yea, they that tempt God are even 
delivered. 

16 Then they that feared the Lorp spake often one to 
another: and the Lorp hearkened, and heard it, and a book 
of remembrance was written before him for them that feared 
the Lorp, and that thought upon his name. 

17 And they shall be mine, saith the Lorp of hosts, in that 
day when I make up my jewels; and I will spare them, as 
a man spareth his own son that serveth him. 

18 Then shall ye return, and discern between the right- 
eous and the wicked, between him that serveth God and 
him that serveth him not. ’ 
Lessons based on International Sunday School Lessons; the Inter- 


national Bible Lessons for Christian Teaching, copyrighted by 
International Council of Religious Education. 
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The Lesson as a Whole 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 
Approach to the Lesson 


HEN Zerubbabel and Jeshua 

W were directing the completing of 

the Temple after leading the first 
contingent home from captivity they 
had the support of the prophets Haggai 
and Zechariah (see Ezra 5:1, 2; 6:14). 
When Nehemiah came up to Jerusalem 
with authority from King Artaxerxes to 
complete the walls, and in general to 
look after the welfare of the Jews, he 
had the support of Ezra, the scribe (see 
Neh. 8:1-6). 

After -twelve years as governor of 
Judah, Nehemiah returned to Shushan 
to report to the king. He probably was 
gone for two or three years, and when 
he returned to Jerusalem he found that 
abuses had crept in so that it was neces- 
sary to institute a number of reforms. 
Of these we read in the last chapter 
of his book. It is generally believed 
that Malachi’s ministry belongs to this 
period. It is rather noticeable that the 
evils which the Prophet Malachi de- 
nounces are the same that Nehemiah 
undertook to correct. This would set 
the ministry of Malachi somewhere 
around 430 to 420 B.C. He is the last 
of the Old Testament prophets. Four 
centuries were to elapse before another 
broke the silence. Of this successor, 
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four hundred years after, Malachi speaks 
in 3:1, “Behold, I will send my mes- 
senger, and he shall prepare the way 
before me.” The messenger here refer- 
red to is certainly John the Baptist. 

The name Malachi means “messenger 
of the Lord,” and it is interesting that 
the prophet who bore such a name spoke 
of two other messengers of the Lord. 
First, the forerunner of the Lord, as 
we have just seen, and the other, “the 
messenger of the covenant” (3:1), the 
Lord Jesus. 

The style of Malachi is quite distinc- 
tive. He has much of the dialogue, 
frequently in the form of questions and 
answers. This gives a dramatic touch 
to his book. 


Verse by Verse 

Mal. 3:1.—“Behold . . . my. messen- 
ger , .. thé Lord, whom ye seek. +. 
the messenger of the covenant .. . he 
shall come ...” For the identity of 
“my messenger,” see Matthew 11:10. 
“The Lord” here is Jehovah (see Exod. 
23:17, and the like), so identifying “the 
messenger of the covenant” with Je- 
hovah. Is the reference here to our 
Lord’s presentation in the Temple, or 
to His cleansing of the Temple? The 
latter seems more in keeping with the 
whole passage. 

Verse 2.—“But who may abide the day 
of his coming? . . . like a refiner’s fire, 
and like fullers’ soap.” This looks back 


to the phrases “whom ye seek” and 
“whom ye delight in.” They did not 
realize how His appearing would bring 
to light all their iniquity. Notice the 
figures to describe the cleansing—burn- 
ing and washing. 


Verse 3.—“. ... a refiner and- purifier 
of silver ... the sons of Levi. . . that 
they may offer .. , an offering in right- 
eousness.” The refining and purifying 
are focused on the priests, whose sins 
Malachi had been denouncing. See 
2: 1-10. 


Verse 4—‘“Then shall the offering of 
Judah and Jerusalem be pleasant... 
as in former years.” As with the priests, 
so with the people. When the offering 
of the priest is holy, so will be the of- 
fering of the people. The prophet re- 
calls the earlier sacrifices, such as those 
of Moses and David. 


Verse 5.—“And I will come near to 
you in judgment .. . a swift witness...” 
Notice the category of sins that will be 
brought to judgment, culminating in a 
want of the fear of God. God is both 
witness and judge. 


Verse 6.—“For I am the Lord, I change 
not; therefore ye sons of Jacob are not 
consumed.” God’s unchanging faithful- 
ness to His covenant had preserved His 
people (“ye sons of Jacob”), although 
He had chastened them for their sins. 
It was not their virtue or their right- 
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eousness that had kept them from de- 
struction. 

Verse 13—“Your words have been 
stout against me ... What have we 
spoken ... against thee?” An example 
of the dialogue style of Malachi, So in- 
sensible had the people become that they 
could not perceive their guilt even when 
their sins were exposed. .Compare verse 
8., See also. Jude 15. 

Verse 14.—“. . . It is vain to serve God 
... that we have walked mournfully be- 
fore the Lord of hosts?” Profit, not the 
glory of God, was their aim, and because 
serving the Lord did not pay as big 
dividends of a worldly sort as they 
wished, ‘they were ready to secure their 
ends by other means. Who asked them 
to walk “mournfully” before the Lord? 
See Psalm 100. 

Verse 15.—“. . . we call the proud 
happy; yea, they that . , . tempt God 
are even delivered.” This indicates their 
new and rebellious attitude: pride and 
wickedness are the criteria of happiness 
and good fortune, and God does nothing 
about it! 

Verse 16—“Then they that feared the 
Lord spake often one to another... and 
a book of remembrance was written... 
for them .. ., that thought upon his 
name.” In contrast is the godly conver- 
sation of those who fear God, conversa- 
tion that pleased Him and was recorded 
before Him for suitable reward. The 
fear of the Lord produces reverential 
thoughts, and these in turn produce 
godly conversation, 

Verse 17.—“And they shall be mine 
... in that day .. .” Another reading 
might be, “And they shal] be a peculiar 
treasure to me in that day which I am 
making.” So the Septuagint and the 
Vulgate. Instead of objects of judgment, 
the godly will be God’s jewel. 

Verse 18.—“Then shall ye . .. discern 
between the righteous and the wicked 
..-” The distinction, drawn in this pas- 
sage, between the righteous and the 
wicked will be fully seen in that day. 


The Heart of the Lesson 

Malachi’s ministry seemed to have 
special reference to the priests. He 
found them performing their Temple 
tasks in a very perfunctory manner. 
They were content to go through the 
external observances, but were neither 
teaching the people the Law of the Lord 
as was their duty (2:7), nor were they 
honoring the Law in their own lives. 
The result was that the people were 
drifting away from the path of obe- 
dience and becoming rebej}lious. It is 
over against this situation that Malachi 
prophesied the coming of the “messen- 
ger of the covenant,” whose ways should 
be prepared for Him by an earlier mes- 
senger referred to in 4:5 as Elijah. 

Now the priests professed to desire 
the coming of the Lord to His Temple, 
professed to delight in the prospect of 
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Last Week’s Lesson 


11. September 11.—Struggle for Sur- 
v val. 


Nehemiah 1; 2; 4; 6; 12:27-31, 38, 43 
Next Week’s Lesson 


13. September 25.—Renewed Allegiance 
to the Law. Nehemiah 8; 9; 
10:28-39; Ezekiel 20:19, 20 








the “messenger of the covenant.” Malachi 
promised, “He shall come,” but went on 
to indicate that His coming would.have 
a different effect from that expected by 
the careless priests: “But who may 
abide the day of his coming? and who 
shall stand when he appeareth?” (3:2.) 
His coming would mean a thorough deal- 
ing with all sin and iniquity. He would 
sit as a refiner and purifier of silver 
(3:3). He would be a swift witness 
against all evildoers, and bring them to 


. judgment (3:5). 


It would appear that in the prophecy 
both the first and second comings 
of Christ are in view." He did indeed 
come to His Temple and cleansg it. of 
its outward pollution for a season. He 
did indeed rebuke the hypocrisies of the 
leaders and proved a refiner and purifier 
of silver to those who believed in Him, 
but it is particularly of His second com- 
ing that the question must be asked, 
“Who may abide the day of his coming? 
and who shall stand when he appear- 
eth?” At His first coming He said, “I 
came not to judge the world” (John 
12:47), but when He comes again He 
will be both witness and judge against 
aH evildoers, 








Questions for Teacher and Class 
By J. C. Macaulay, D.D. 


HAT prophets assisted Zerubbabel 
amd Jeshua-in the rebuilding of 
the Temple? 

2. Who was a great moral and spir- 
itual help to Nehemiah during the first 
term of his governorship? 

3. Who stood with Nehemiah in at- 
tacking the spiritual declension of the 
Jews when he returned to Jerusalem 
the second time? 

4. Who are the two messengers spoken 
of in Malachi 3:1? 

5. What group did Malachi particu- 
larly call to repentance? 

6. What special literary characteristic 
is noticeable in Malachi? 

7. What New Testament writer has a 
similar characteris‘ic? 

8. What two events are in evidence in 
the first few verses of Malachi 3? 

9. What do the questions of the people 
to whom Malachi ministered tell us 
about their spiritual condition? 

10. What habit marked the godly in 
Judah in the days of Malachi? 


(Answers on page 696) 
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In the days of Malachi as in our own 
day the populace was divided into the 
rebellious and the God-fearing, and in 
the latter part of chapter 3 we have the 
conversation of these two groups sharply 
contrasted. The wicked are saying: It 
doesn’t pay to serve God. The happy 
man is the man who looks after his own 
interests, and there is no danger in do- 
ing as you want, for God is paying no 
attention anyway. Over against this 
was the godly conversation of those who 
delighted to honor the Lord’s name. 
These, God says, will not be forgotten, 
but in the great day toward which God 
is moving they will be His peculiar 
treasure. However confused the issues 
may be now, in that day the separation 
between the righteous and the wicked 
will be clear, complete, and final (3:18). 


Outline of the Lesson 
1. The purifier (Mal. 3:1-4) 
2. The judge (vs. 5, 6) 
3. The defiant (vs, 13-15) 
4. The God-fearing (vs. 16-18) 


Topics for Development 

Ungodly Questions. Those to. whom 
Malachi prophesied were not easily 
convinced of their sin. ‘Whenever the 
prophet would hurl an accusation against 
them their reply would be, “How do you 
make that out?” This question took a 
particular form in connection with the 
several indictments, It is interesting to 
notice them. The first is concerning the 
love of God—“wherein hast thou loved 
us?” (1:2.) After this their questions 
are more specifically in answer to ac- 
cusations: “Wherein have we despised 
thy name?” (v. 6.) “Wherein have we 
wearied him?” (2:17.) “Wherein shall 
we return?” (3:7.) “Wherein have we 
robbed thee?” (v. 8.) These were men 
who could not be made to see their sin. 
Are there not many like them today? 

Refiner and Purifier. In Malachi 3:3 
both these words are used. In her book, 
“Gold Cord,” Amy Carmichael gives a 
picture of an Oriental goldsmith sitting 
by his charcoal fire and engaged in the 
process of refining gold. The descrip- 
tion seems to indicate a double process— 
one of purifying and one of refining. 
The one process is to cargy off all im- 
purities, and the second is to improve 
the quality of the gold. The test of 
the purity of the material is whether 
or not the goldsmith can see his face 
reflected in the liquid gold. The test 
for the refining is the “feel of it” after 
it has been cooled. The refining may 
take many sessions in the crucible, the 
fire being made hotter each time. Both 
these processes have to be applied to us. 

I wonder how clearly our Lord sees 
Himself reflected in us? How far have 
we allowed Him to refine us that we may 
be wholly pleasing to Him? 


Practical Applications 
If the Lord were to come to the tem- 
ple of your church, how much cleaning 
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Lesson for September 18 


up would He have to do? See John 
2: 13-17. 

If we submit to the refining that flows 
from Christ’s first coming, we shall not 
have to fear the judgments of His second 
coming. 

The crucible is not for destruction but 
for purification and refinement. Then 
give thanks for the end rather than com- 
plaining about the process. 

Watch your conversation. It is being 
recorded, to witness against you, or to 
secure rich reward. 

True judgments are based on ulti- 
mates, not immediates, 


Golden Text 
Mal. 2:10—“Have we not all one 
father? .. . one God created us... we 


deal treacherously every man against 
his brother .. .” This verse cannot 
justly be used to teach the doctrine of 
the universal Fatherhood of God. The 
reference is purely Jewish and may refer 
to Abraham rather than to God, although 
the latter seems the more natural sense. 
We may certainly give it a Christian ap- 
plication, and if the principle were really 
applied within Christian circles, the 
moral impact on the world at large 
would be tremendous. 
ELMuuRsT, ILL, 
we 


From the Platform 
By Joseph Edwin Harris 


SuccesteD HyMNS 
“Hark the Voice of Jesus Crying” 
“Blest Be the Tie That Binds” 
“Yield Not to Temptation” 

A Prayer Before the Lesson.—Our 
holy, Heavenly Father whose love is 
behind both Thy laws and Thy Gospel, 
we ask eyes to see Thy goodness and 
hearts to appreciate it. Keep us from 
murmuring by filling our hearts with 
grateful love and our lips with joyful 
praise. Help us to profit by our study 
here today. Make us wise in choosing 
as friends those who love Thee. Take 
from us the love of aught that is evil 
and make what is holy, pure, and good 
more and more attractive to us. Increase 
godly and righteous homes everywhere. 
Relieve the distress of the afflicted, re- 
cover the backsliders, and rescue the 
perishing. Make us Thy willing servants 
in winning others to the Lord Jesus. 
Forgive us all that is unworthy of Him, 
and cause us to grow in likeness to 
Him and in usefulness to His cause. Hear 
and do for us abundantly above all that 
we ask or think, through Jesus Christ, 
our Lord. Amen. 


After the Lesson.—Did you see the 
contrast today between the group that 
murmured against God and those who 
meditated on Him? “Your words have 
been stout against me,” said God, in 
Malachi 3:13, to the murmurers who 
Said there was no profit in serving Him. 
But in verse 16 a different group ap- 


THE SUNDAY SCHOOL TIMES 


pears. While the complainers spoke 
against God, these spoke reverently and 
favorably of Him to one another. And 
both groups, murmurers against God 
and lovers of God, were known by 
their words. “Out of the abundance of 
the heart the mouth speaketh.” When 
people talk freely and without restraint 
you quickly discover what sort of peo- 
ple they are. Their speech reveals what 
is in their hearts, 

What do our words tell us to be? Are 
we shown as one of the ungodly crowd 





FROM ARE 


COMES WHAT WE: SAY 


by profane speech, by falsehood, or by 
vile, unclean talk? Or are we shown 
by our words to be of those who love 
the Lord and delight in being with those 
who speak often to one another of Him? 
A young man who had fallen in with 
ungodly companions was converted, and 
one of the first things he said was, “My, 
but I’m glad I got out of that gang! I 
might have been lost forever!” If any 
of us are in with the wrong crowd, let 
us be warned, and let us turn to the 
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Lord, break off the evil companionship, 
and get in with the Christian crowd. 
And be sure to do it today. 


Caucary, ALTA., CAN, 
we 


The Busy Men’s Corner 
By Tom M. Olson 


“Behold, I will send my messenger, 
and... the messenger of the covenant 
.. ” (Mal. 3:1).—Although we know 
nothing of the parentage and personal 
history of Malachi, we do know the sig- 
nificance of his name; and, in that sense, 
he is a type of Christ, who is Jehovah's 
messenger. Malachi means “my messen- 
ger,” or “messenger of Jehovah.” 

He was a messenger to remind Israel 
of the love of God (1:2); and of their 
sins (1:7-14); and of impending judg- 
ment (4:1); and of the two coming mes- 
sengers (3:1), 

In all this, Malachi foreshadowed the 
Lord Jesus, who spake as “never man 
spake” of the love of God (John 3:14-17; 
Luke 15: 20-24); of the sins of the people 
(Matt, 23; John 4:17, 18); of judgment 
to come (John 12:48; Matt. 7:22, 23); 
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and of His second advent (John 14:1-3; 
Matt, 24:37-44). 

Dr. Pusey says of Malachi: “In the 
New Testament, .. . he is cited without 
his name (Matt. 11:10); or the substance 
of his prophecy is spoken of, or alluded 
to, without any reference to any human 
author (Mark 1:2), so entirely was his 
wish to remain hidden fulfilled.” 

Each believer should be a messenger 
in his own sphere, bearing the message 
of God to the saved and to the perish- 
ing. We should say with the Apostle 
Paul, “We preach not ourselves, but 
Christ Jesus the Lord; and ourselves 
your servants for Jesus’ sake” (2 Cor. 
4:5). 

He held a Lamp each livelong day 

So low that none could miss the way, 

And yet so high to bring in sight 

That picture fair, of Christ, the Light; 

That gazing up, the Lamp between, 

The hand that held it was not seen. 


He held the Pitcher, stooping low, 

To lips of little ones below, 

Then raised it to the weary saint 

And bade him drink when sick and faint; 
They drank, the Pitcher thus between, 
The hand that held it scarce was seen. 
We know from Matthew 11:10, Mark 
:2, and Luke 1:76 that John the Bap- 
tist was the first “messenger” mentioned 
in our text. And the Lord Jesus was 
the “messenger of the covenant.” 

“_.. the Lord... shall suddenly come 
to his temple .. .” (Mal. 3:1).—These 
words should have fully satisfied every 
Jew as to the essential deity of Jesus 
Christ, for He is the Lord; and the Tem- 
ple was referred to as His Temple! Pro- 
fessedly, they sought Him, and delighted 
in Him; but when He came into their 
midst, they said, “There is no beauty 
that we should desire him” (Isa. 53:2). 

They had haughtily asked Malachi, 
“Where is the God of judgment?” (2:17.) 

» The prophet virtually answers, “Here He 
is, and He will judge all men and things 
by an exact judgment: for His nature 
is equity itself, justice itself ,..To Him 
it belongs to be Judge of all, and to ex- 
ercise strict judgment upon all” (Dr. 
E. B. Pusey). 

To the Temple rebuilt by Zerubbabel 
(Zech. 4:9), and greatly enlarged by 
Herod (John 2:20) did He “come.” 
Forty days after His birth in Bethlehem, 
He was brought to the Temple (Luke 
2:22); and when He was twelve years 
of age, He was “found... in the tem- 
ple, sitting in the midst of the doctors, 
both hearing them, and asking them 
questions” (Luke 2:42-46); and during 
His public ministry, He was often in the 
Temple (Matt. 26:55). And though He 
fulfilled prophecy to the letter, He was 
“despised and rejected.” 

A young Jewess was told by her father 
that it was not necessary for Jews to 
read Isaiah 53. She became curious and 
asked why. She was told it was for 
Christians. Then she wanted to know 
what a chapter for Christians was doing 
in the Jewish Bible. Her father became 
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angry and commanded her to keep quiet. 
She copied that chapter on a piece of 
paper and carried it in her shoe; she 
took better care of it than some people 
do of money. After two years she came 
to America. She looked at it every 
chance she had of being alone. While 
in New York, one day she heard a 
woman read that very chapter and say 
that it referred to the Lord Jesus Christ. 
The Jewess was satisfied that it did, and 
she confessed Jesus Christ as her Lord 
and Saviour. 

“And he shall sit as a refiner and puri- 
fier of silver ...” (Mal, 3:3).—The inter- 
pretation is to the sons of Levi. This 
reveals the fact that a portion of 
Malachi’s prophecy awaits a future ful- 
fillment; for it can be seen by referring 
to Ezekiel 44:10-16 and 48:11 that the 
refining and purifying of the tribe of 
Levi will occur during the millennial 
reign of Christ which will be after the 
completion and rapture of the Church. 
However, an application of the verse 
can be made to believers today, as seen 
in this stanza of Julius Sturm’s poem: 

Pain’s furnace-heat within me quivers— 

God's breath upon the flame doth blow, 

And all my heart in anguish shivers, 

And trembles at the fiery glow; 

And yet I whisper, “As God will!” ' 

And, in His hottest fire, hold still. 

“And they shall be mine ,.. when I 
make up my jewels...” (Mal. 3:17).— 
There was a remnant within the rem- 
nants who returned from Babylonia, who 
“feared the Lord” and “spake often one 
to another” and “thought upon his 
name.” These were exceedingly pre- 
cious to the Lord. A book of remem- 
brance was written before Him for them. 
To them the precious promise of verse 
17 was given. 

When my grandmother was on her 
deathbed in Norway, she was deeply 
exercised about her two unsaved sons 
and a daughter. (The sons were in 
America.) After praying, Grandmother 
asked her daughter to read a portion of 
Scripture to her. The Bible fell open 
at Malachi 3. When the daughter read 
verse 17, “And they shall be mine, saith 
the Lord of hosts, in that day when I 
make up my jewels,” Grandma ex- 
claimed, “That’s enough! I'll claim that 
precious promise for my children,” and 
she fell asleep in Jesus. Not long after, 
the daughter (my aunt) was saved, And 
one son (my father) was saved; and 
lastly the other son (my uncle) was 
saved—all of whom are now with the 
Lord and with their parents in Glory. 

Wawona, CALIF. 

w 


Please pray for the staff of The Sun- 
day School Times in all departments: 
press, mailing, and composing rooms; 
subscription, accounting, business, circu- 
lation, advertising, and editorial depart- 
ments; for the writers of lesson articles, 
and other contributors; and for’ God’s 
blessing upon the contents of the paper. 
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Say, Fellows,— 
Wade C. Smith's Boys’ Class 


AY, fellows, Malachi, the last of the 

prophets before John the Baptist 
came upon the scene, lifted what we 
might call the standard of Christian citi- 
zenship to a high level—a much higher 
level than exists in the world today. 
He is showing that anyone claiming to 
be a servant of the Lord should not only 
be free from the grosser sins of thievery, 
adultery, and murder, but he should be 
loyal to God, just and kind to his neigh- 
bor, and true to the highest principles 
of honesty—clean and consistent in his 
inner life. One cannot be too careful 
of these things if he will be right with 
God. 

I heard a story that is nearly a cen- 
tury old, but it comes with a bounce 
right into the middle of this lesson, and 
I want you to have it. It deals with 
that experience which every ambitious 
fellow has when he is making his de- 
cision as to what is right and what is 
wrong. We might call it the debatable 
zone, where good people differ as to 
whether something is right or wrong. 
The story is about a blacksmith—a great 
big, brawny six-footer, with muscles 
that stood out on his upper arms like 
croquet balls. The War between the 
States had left the country devastated, 
like “the scorched earth” in Europe 
after the first World War. There were 
few men to work the crops. Drought 
and almost famine had brought the peo- 
ple to a low ebb. Finances were at zero. 
There was a movement over the state 
to repudiate the state debt. Men rea- 
soned that it was suicide to struggle 
under the crushing load when there was 
apparently no possibility of paying. The 
blacksmith was one of the citizens ap- 
proached by the politicians soliciting his 
vote for repudiation. He was a home 
owner and taxpayer, and they showed 
him conclusively that the state could 
never pay out, and that in the continued 
struggle his taxes would mount higher 
and higher. He listened to their argu- 
ment and, when they had finished, said 
in reply, “I admit that there seems no 
chance for us ever to pay all the debt, 
but—” and he rose to his full height as 
he thundered at them—“we can still 
owe it!” 

Fellows, that is the spirit of a real 
man. It takes a good sport to acknowl- 
edge an obligation, particularly if it is 
one hard to pay. When the Lord Jesus, 
in answering the crafty scribe, summed 
up all the Commandments into two, 
namely: to love God with all the heart, 
soul, and mind, and to love one’s neigh- 
bor as oneself, He clearly showed that 
we are all under a debt we can never 
finish paying. But we can owe it!—and 
if we are honest we shall be regularly 
paying something on the debt. 

Sometimes a fellow, through reckless 
extravagance or unwise investment, gets 
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heavily in debt. Comparing his limited 
income, there seems no use to try to 
pay. But he can pay sqmething. He can 
do his best, though it may be very little. 
Every time he.pays even that little, he 
is by that act acknowledging his obliga- 
tion and a purpose to pay. A banker 
calls that “keeping the account alive.” 
You and I are under a great debt 
to God which we can never pay as long 
as we live, but God wants us to be 
paying as best we can all the time. It 
is tru@ that Christ has paid our debt 


for us, but that simply transfers the, 


account to Christ—if we could separate 
the two—and we carf never pay Him. 
Moreover, the Lord Jesus has transferred 
enough of that debt to our neighbor 
(which means every other person in the 
world whom we can reach) to keep us 
busy paying all our lives. It is just this, 
fellows: I owe every man more than I 
can ever pay him—on the account of 





Little Jetts Teach the Lesson 
By Wade C. Smith 
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Jesus Christ. Jesus has laid me under 
an eternal debt to Himself, and He has 
laid me under debt, for His account, to 
my fellow man. 

If I am fair, if I am honest—even 
though I may truthfully say I can never 
pay all—I will every day acknowledge 
by some worthy token that I owe it. 
And, owing it, I will be continually pay- 
ing—and take joy in it! 

WEAVERVILLE, N, C. 


My Class of Girls 
By Vivian D. Gunderson 


é¢7 OOK at this nickel,” said Shirley 

to Beth. “It looks as if somebody 
had tried to make a hole through it and 
didn’t quite succeed. I don’t know if 
it’s any good or not. If I knew who 
gave it to me, I'd take it back and ask 
for another.” 

“I know what you can do with it,” 
said Beth. “Drop it into the Sunday 
school collection.” 

“That’s a good idea,” said Shirley. 
“Then I needn’t be afraid someone will 
refuse to take it.” 

These girls probably did not know it, 
but they were like the Jews of Malachi’s 
day. You remember how faithfully the 
returned Jews worked on the walls of 
Jerusalem under Nehemiah’s leadership, 
in spite of all the opposition. The Tem- 
ple had been finished by Zerubbabel, and 
many years later the walls and gates 
of Jerusalem were rebuilt under Ne- 
hemiah. But after Nehemiah died, the 
people seem to have gotten more and 
more careless about the things of the 
Lord. 

Malachi, the last prophet*of the Old 
Testament, seems to have given his mes- 
sage forty or fifty years after the death 
of Nehemiah. The name Malachi means 
“my messenger,” and the exact date of 
this prophecy is not known. However, 
it seems as if it must have been a long 
time after Nehemiah’s day, because those 
addressed have such a rebellious and 
impudent spirit toward the Lord. 

Read Malachi 1:1, 2. The Lord’s very 
first words are, “I have loved you.” This 
is wonderful when we read further and 
see how they were treating God. Read 
verse 8. What kind of animals did they 
bring for sacrifice? (Blind, lame, sick.) 
Even if God had not given instruction 
about what they were to bring, love to 
Him should have made them want to 
give their best. But God had given a 
definite command about this, and for a 
most important reason. Read Leviticus 
22:21, 22. Why do you think the ani- 
mal brought for sacrifice had to, be per- 
fect to be acceptable to God? (Because 
it was a type of the Lamb of God who 
would take away the sin of the world.) 
Exactly right. 

Read Malachi 1:10. The Jewish priests 
were offering defective sacrifices, and 
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A Christmas Gift 
in September ! 


The Jewish year 5716 begins 
this year, 1955, on September 17. 
That day is known as Rosh Ha- 
shana. If you wish to know more 
about it and other Jewish Holy 
Days send for our 


JEWISH ART CALENDAR 


a beautiful piece of work, contain- 
ing twelve colored pictures of 
Biblical and Jewish settings and 
showing parallels of the Jewish and 
Christian calendars day by day. 
All the Jewish feasts and fasts and 
many other Jewish observations are 
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explained in detail. ‘This is a gold 
mine for the Bible student and for 
the Bible class teacher. If you have 
never seen one of these calendars 
you cam anticipate a rich treat. 


OUR OFFER 


We are interested in having you 
read our magazine, The Chosen 
People, published September 
through June at the subscription 
rate of $1 per year. The Jewish 
Art Calendar is sent as a gift each 
September to all who receive our 
Chosen People magazine. Send your 
subscription in now and receive the 
calendar free of charge. Orders 
for the calendar alone will be filled 
at fifty cents each. 





AMERICAN BOARD OF MISSIONS 
TO THE JEWS, INC. 


236 West 72nd Street, Dept. 6 
New York 23, N. Y. 


Dear Friends: 


I enclose $1 for which please send me a year’s 
subscription to THE CHosEN Peop e, including, 
free of charge, the Jewish Art Calendar. I also 


desire to enclose $....-...-.+..+ for your world- 
wide mission work among the Jews. 


Name 





Address. 





City. Zone. State 
Canadian Office: 39 King William Street, 
Hamilton, Ontario. 
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NOW FOR THE FIRST TIME 
48 CUP ELECTRIC COFFEE URN 


HEATS ITS OWN WATER 


TO YOUR 
a ORGANIZATION 


Just For Selling 48 
One Dollar Bottles of 
Famous Happy Home Vanilla 


Get this magnificent 48 Cup 
Drip Coffee Urn that will boll 
its own water. You don’t need 
@ stove so you can use it 
anywhere. 


Just have 16 members sell 3 
bottles each and the Urn is 
yours. Every bottle is guar- 
anteed. SEND NO MONEY, vou 
have 6 weeks selling time. All 
shipping charges PREPAID so 
there are no “extra expenses.’ 
Send name and address to- 
day for complete details. 


Southern Flavoring Ce. Dept. s-409, Bedford, Va, 


BIBLE WORKBOOK 


By Catherine B. Walker, M.A., M.R.E. 


Widely used in high school Bible classes. 
Suitable as adult Bible study guide. 
Questions, notes, maps, and outlines 
Vol. 1—Old Testament Vol. 2—New Testament 


BIBLE WORKBOOK DISTRIBUTORS 
75c each 420 E. Madison, Wheaton, Illinois 
tendent, one copy of 


FRE 
“GOD'S LOVING MONEY RULE” 


for each family in his congregation providing he will 
agree to give a talk on TITHING before distribution. 
Write stating number of leaflets desired to 


TITHER Suite 816, 3440-S Wilshire Boulevard 
Los Angeles 5, California 
NEGRO PREACHERS 
need and welcome sound Bible training. God 
is making a mighty impact on Negro churches 
through Carver trained pastors. Will you ask 
some prayer group to remember this work? 


CARVER BIBLE INSTITUTE, Inc. 


Box 3, Station A Atlanta, Georgia 
Talmage Payne, Director 

















to any evangelicgl Christian minister, 
Sunday school or missionary superin- 








Family devotions that work! 


We'd be lost without THE CHRISTIAN PAR- 
ENT for our daily family devotions with our 
six kiddies,‘’ a mother writes. 


THE CHRISTIAN PARENT also provides professional 
guidance in all areas of family living. 


Monthly. $3 per year. Sample free. 


‘The Christian Parent, Box SS, Highland, Ill. 
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were unwilling to give even their labor 
for the Lord! They did not serve the 
Lord for love, but for personal gain. 
The first part of Malachi is mostly about 
the sins of the priests, and the latter 
part about the sins of the people. The 
Jews were reminded of many wrong 
things that they did, and were urged 
to repentance. But there is no sign 
of repentance in any of the responses 
they make to the words of the Lord by 
His Prophet Malachi. Instead, they jus- 
tify themselves and criticize God. This 
is a dangerous thing to do. 

Because of the impudent attitude of 
these people, after Malachi, God did not 
send another prophet to their nation for 
several hundred years. Then God sent 
His only begotten Son. Just before 
Christ came, God sent John the Baptist 
as His messenger to prepare the Jews 
for their Messiah. But they rejected 
and crucified the Son of God and so their 
nation will have no further message 
from the Lord until they repent of this 
terrible sin. 

Read Malachi 3:1-6. John the Bap- 
tist did prepare the way of the Lord, 
and Christ did come. But He came in 
grace to bring salvation. This passage 
speaks mostly of the time when He is 
coming in judgment. Verse 5 tells some 
of the sins for which men will be pun- 
ished. 

Verse 6 is most important. “I am the 
Lord, I change not.” God is always the 
same. From Genesis to Revelation He 
is revealed as the one who hates sin and 
will punish it, and the one who loves 
righteousness and will reward it. How 
glad I am in this changing world that we 
have a God who does not change! The 
end of verse 6 illustrates this. In spite 
of their many sins God would not blot 
out the nation of Israel, because He had 
promised to preserve it. So He will 
bring us safe to Heaven although we 
do not in any way deserve it because 
He has promised that all who trust the 
Saviour will enter there, 

Read Malachi 3:13-15. So God notices 
the words people say! Let us remember 
that. God heard the Jews saying to 
one another, “What profit is there in 
serving the Lord? The nations that 
worship idols are better off than we are. 
Sometimes wicked people prosper more 
than good ones.” The Psalmist won- 
dered about this, too, but instead of com- 
plaining about it he took his problem 
to the Lord. He tells us in Psalm 73:17 
that when he went into the presence of 
God, he understood. This life is short. 
The future of the wicked is eternal pun- 
ishment. The future of God’s people 
is eternal joy. 

But while many of the Jews of Mal- 
achi’s day were complaining against the 
Lord, others were not. Read Malachi 
3:16-18. The godly Jews spoke often 
about Him. They spoke of His goodness, 
of His faithfulness, and of the great de- 
liverances He had given to their nation. 
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This was so precious to the Lord that 
He had a book of remembrance written 
about them. And He is going to num- 
ber the people, whose names are in that 
book, among His jewels. 

In the days of Malachi it was not al- 
ways easy to discern between the right- 
eous and the wicked, because all the 
Jews went through the outward forms 
of worship, and no doubt those who 
were doing wickedness did it as secretly 
as possible. But God knew all the time 
on which side each one was. TRe day 
is coming when there will be “a great 
gulf fixed” between those who served 
Him and those who did not, 

We walk the street with people who 


love God, and with people who 
do not. Sometimes it is hard for us to 
tell the difference between them, but 


the Lord knows. God wants His people 
to avoid worldly principles so that it 
will not be hard for others to recog- 
nize them. The girls who thought the 
defective nickel good enough for the 
Lord were either unsaved, or else 
worldly Christians. Let us not be like 
them. Let us be so devoted to the Lord 
that everyone who knows us can tell 
that we are on His side. 


FERNDALE, WASH, 


The Illustration Round Table 


Rules for submitting illustrations for this 
department may be had upon request from 
the Editors, The Sunday School Times, 
325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


A list of the lessons for the entire year 
may be had for 15 cents a copy, or $1.50 
a dozen, postpaid, from the same address. 
Christian Recognition—Have we not 

all one father? hath not one God created 
us? (Mal. 2:10, Golden Text.) A Bos- 
ton minister says he once preached on 
“The Recognition of Friends in the 
World To Come.” After the service one 
of his hearers, a stranger, approached 
him and said he was more anxious to 
hear a sermon on “The Recognition of 
Friends Here.” as he had visited the 
church several times and no one had 
recognized him yet, although he knew 
many of them and did business with 
them during the week—From “Re- 
freshers for God’s People,” by Keith L. 
Brooks. Sent by the Rev. Guru Manice 
kam, Woriur, Trichinopoly, S. India, 


Christian. Forerunners.—He shall pre- 
pare the way (Mal. 3:1). A not uncom- 
mon sight in the streets of Cairo, Alex- 
andria, and other ancient cities is a 
lithe-limbed young man running ahead 
of a carriage, containing a pasha or other 
dignitary, shouting as he runt, “Take 
care, to the right, to the left!” Thus he 
prepares a way through- the narrow, 
crowded streets, brushing aside half- 
naked cripples, beggars, veiled women, 
peddlers, marketers, and children. The 
forerunners of Christ do not brush peo- 
ple aside, telling them to get out of the 
way. They tell them to open their hearts 
and let the Saviour come in. To such 
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Lesson for September 18 


hearts the King comes to abide.—From 
Paul Holdcroft. Sent by Nena T. Dick- 
erson, Chillicothe, Ill. 


The Lord Changes Not.—For I am the 
Lord, I change not; therefore ye sons of 
Jacob are not consumed (Mal, 3:6). A 
lady serving God in a very worldly 
church told me the following: At a 
meeting of the teachers of our Sunday 
school, the minister gave a talk, and, in 
part, said, “We must be careful and 
not become too narrow. You know -the 
world is changing.” One of our teachers, 
a fine Christian woman, and much used 
of God, spoke out, and said: “Oh, Mr. 
——, please forgive me for speaking so 
plainly, but I must. ‘You, of course, are 
aware that a lot of youthful crime has 
broken out in this community, and 
some of the children involved belong 
to our Sunday school. In God's name I 
ask you, Is this not enough challenge to 
us, without your telling us to follow 
the example of the world? It’s not the 
world we are supposed to be following, 
it’s the Lord, and He never changes. He 
tells us so. We ought to be ashamed 
before Him, and get back to Him, and 
the plain teaching of His Word.”—Sent 
by Mrs. J. Shields, Toronto, Can. Prize 
illustration. 


The Responsibility and Privilege of 
Speech.—Your words have been stout 
against me, saith the Lord. Yet ye say, 
"e (Mal, 3:13). 
declares, “If you are an articulate per- 
son, you utter some thirty thousand 
words each day.” If these words were 
put in print, they would amount to a 
fair-sized book each day. These books 
would, in a lifetime, fill a good-sized 
college library. All these books are 
from the same author. All reflect the 
life and thought of the author, in his 
own words. And not a book can be 
taken down from the shelves or with- 
drawn from circulation. The thought 
is a bit frightening. It emphasizes the 


fearful responsibility that goes with the’ 


gift of speech, and also the glorious priv- 
ilege that is inherent in “speech sea- 
soned with grace.”"—From Charles W. 
Kolle, in the Dawn. Sent by Albert 
Mygatt, Axtell, Kans. 


It Is Never in Vain.—Ye have said, It 
is vain to serve God (Mal. 3:14). Mr. 
G. J. Byrnell, a Scripture reader attached 
to an English regiment during the Boer 
War, says: “There was a certain young 
fellow in our regiment whom we had 
long been trying to influence, with no 
apparent response. One day he fell, 
mortally wounded. I hurried to his side, 
and asked whether there were any mes- 
sages he would like me to send home 
for him. ‘Yes,’ he replied eagerly, ‘write 
to my mother. Tell her that I died a 
Christian; and write to my old Sunday 
school teacher, Miss ——; tell her I 
haven’t forgotten the lessons she used 
to teach me at Sunday school years ago.’ 
And then he passed away. I wrote those 
two letters without delay. To the first 


A famous publisher _ 
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there was for a long time no reply. The 
poor mother was too broken-hearted to 
write. But to the second a reply arrived 
by return post. It read, ‘May God forgive 
me. I gave up teaching at Sunday school 
some years ago because it seemed all in 
vain.”—From the Methodist Recorder. 
Sent by J. A. Clark, Southport, Eng. 


Big Small Talk.—They . . . spake often 
one to another (Mal. 3:16). A reader 
of the Times tells of a recent convention 
he attended with great blessing, and 
added: “One new expression I heard 
at the convention was ‘Gossip the Gos- 
pel.’ Why not let our small talk be big 
with blessing?”—From The Sunday 
School Times. Sent by Mrs. B. Dowen, 
Eastbourne, Sussex, Eng. 


Not Mixers but Separators Needed.— 
Then shall ye return, and discern be- 
tween the righteous and the wicked, be- 
tween him that serveth God and him 
that serveth him not (Mal. 3:18). We 
often hear someone say, when speaking 
of his pastor, “He’s such a good mixer!” 
Commenting on this statement, an 
evangelist said, “You don’t need a mixer; 
you need a separator!” “Wherefore come 
out from among them, and be ye sepa- 
rate, saith the Lord” (2 Cor. 6:17).— 
From a radio broadcast. Sent by W. P. 
Shelley, Sunbury, Pa, 
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A Sunday School for \N\ 


But sometimes a rural community can be 
for a boy. py yA oe 


Sunday School, for instance. Jimmy has never 
been to Su School—the nearest church is 40 
"s never heard the Gospel story or 
sung “Jesus Loves Me.” 
You may chink that’s 
unusual, bur actually 
of 
—> rural Amer- 

who've never gone will help mke a Sunday School i : Wi 
= otnaie tide y © Jimmy. Will 
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in rural America 










| prose is ten this yéar, and he thinks living on a farm is 
wonderful. To him rural America is a swimming hole 
or a ride atop a hayrack in the summertime — skimming 
across a frozen pond or sliding down a hill in winter. 


That's why the American Sunday School Union 
out missionaries to America’s rural 
communities eo start Sunday Schools.. These 
missionaries now minister ew nearly 180,000 
families each year — conducting more than 
2,468 Sunday Schools and 1,576 Daily Vaca- 
tion Bible Schools. 
These Schools must be kept active——and many 
more must be starced — if boys like Jimmy 
hear the Gospel. Your prayerful sup- 
the American Sunday School Union 


you answer chis geed? 
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JEWISH LISTENERS to our 
weekly radio broadcasts indi- 
cate in their letters to us that 
many of them are seeking the 
truth. They think, they ask 
questions, they write to us for 
the Prophecy Edition of the 
New Testament. Then some of 7 
them come to a glorious experience 

of salvation—accepting the Lord Jesus 

as their Saviour and Messiah. 
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A “Jewish “listener writes: 


“THINK QUITE A BIT ABOUT CHRIST, 
THE MESSIAH" 


MESSAGE TO ISRAEL broadcasts to a 
world-wide Jewish listening audience over 
more than 50 radio stations. We invite 
you to share the burden—and the bless- 
ing—of this radio ministry to Jews. 
Write for a free copy of our 
magazine, ‘‘Message to Israel.’ 



















x Y 
Coulson Shepherd, Director sWa 
(Founded 1937) 


MESSAGE TO ISRAEL, INC., Box 682, GRO.,N.Y. 1, N.Y. 





Inquire also about 


HOLY LAND TOUR 
EMPHASIZING ISRAEL 


Conducted by the Shepherds 
EASTER SEASON 1956 
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For Junior Teachers 
By Ruth E. Dow 


Topic and Scripture: 
Giving Our Best to God _ 

(Lev. 22:21, 22; Mal. 1:8; 2:10; 3:7, 8, 10, 12) 
SE several sheep from a toy farm 
or creche. If one of them is nicked 

or broken, all the better. Joah’s son had 

been ill. At the Temple Joah had prayed 
and promised God that if He* would 
make the boy well again, he would bring 

a sheep as an offering to God. The boy 

had gotten well. Now Joah must keep 

his promise to God. He goes to the 
sheepfold to pick out the sheep. No, 
not this strong, big one. (Indicate in- 
dividual toy sheep.) No, that one is 
too valuable. Oh, here is a sick one 

(or one which got injured by a lion, 

or a blind one, whatever accords best 

with the condition of the toy sheep). 

I will take that one. It’s good enough 

to give away. 

So the sick sheep is carried to the 
house of God. It is killed and brought 
to the priest. He must burn the fat 
and other parts on the altar. A certain 
part of the sheep is his. It doesn't look 
very good, but he doesn’t dare say any- 
thing about that, for fear he would not 
get any at all. Besides, all this killing 
animals is tiresome work, and what good 
is it? 

Suddenly in the Temple court appears 
a prophet named Malachi. He speaks 
in a loud voice to the priests around the 
altar, but Joah and other people can 
hear every word. (Read Mal. 1:8, 14.) 
Yes, the priests knew what God’s Word 












® a new sense of SECURITY — .«° 
Your Annuity is a lifetime .itivestment 
which guarantees you a lifetime intome 
you can depend on. From the day you — 
invest, you'll feel. safer and happier a 
about your‘financial future, 
© anew sense of ACCOMPLISHMENT _ 
«Your. money invested in this way is 
working for you in the greatest ent 
prise of all:— preparing young people’! 
for suecessful Christian living through 
BIBLE TRAINING, 


© a new lease on LIFE — 
Statistics prove that annuitants live 


longer. And no wonder! For freedom. from a w worty 
and the knowledge that yow are serving the Lord and — 
other people make your later. years: truly ile ven: 
“Dr. William A: Mixon, /f reads LP Riga 





_Y. Clifford. Harrington, Vice-Pr 





PHILADELPHIA BIBLE TNSTITUTE 


WHAT DO 
YOU GET 
OUT OF IT? 





To get complete in- 
formation on how a 
BIBLE TRAINING 
ANNUITY 
beriefids you, send for 
our free booklet. (No 

obligation.) 
- ._» Just write tos 
er “ds ay Dept. S 


1800 Arch Street 
Philadelphia 3, Pa. 


September 3, 1955 


said. They should have taught the peo- 
ple. Can you find the command in 
Leviticus 22:21, 22? 

Would you take a wormy apple to 
Teacher? What gift did you bring to 
God's house today? (If the day’s offer- 
ing has already been taken turn it out 
on the table. Encourage each child to 
explain what his offering is and how 
he obtained it. 

There were other gifts that Joah 
should have brought to God’s house. He 
should have taken one basket out of 
ten of his new crop of grain. (Drama- 
tize by using baskets cut from paper, 
counting out, and setting aside one out 
of every ten.) But crops have been 
poor. Worms had destroyed most of 
the wheat. It was all needed for his 
own family. Why take it up to feed 
those lazy Levites and priests in the 
Temple? (Put the tithe back with the 
rest.) 

Joah’s cheeks burn as Malachi turns 
toward the people and, looking right at 
Joah, says: (read Mal. 3:8-12). Did you 
get it, Joah? Why were your crops 
poor? What would happen if you 
brought one-out-of-ten to God? Would 
your family go hungry? God has even 
dared you to try it and find out, hasn’t 
He? 

What do you suppose Joah did? 

We don’t bring sheep and wheat to 
church to thank God or to feed His 
ministers. We bring money which can 
buy the wheat, the meat, the clothes, 
or whatever else is needed. Did you 
bring one-out-of-ten of your own money 
today for God’s offering? You can try 
to find out, too, if what is left is plenty 
for you to use. 

“Thine, O Lord, is the greatness... 

All things come of thee, and of thine 
own have we given thee” (1 Chron, 29: 
11, 14, Memory Verse). Use this as the 
offering response on the Sundays fol- 
lowing. Also post it as a reminder verse 
for the children to set aside their own 
one-tenth to bring to God. Illustrate it 
by reproducing the design of a penny 
ten times. Place a penny which is not 
worn smooth, beneath paper, and shade 
over the coin with a soft pencil until 
the design becomes apparent. Cut out 
and paste on the poster in a group of 
nine “for me” and one “for God.” 
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For Primary Teachers 
By Helen E. Odenwelder 


ANDRA was confused. All her life 

she had gone to Sunday school and 
church, but then she moved to a new 
town, and so to a new Sunday school. 
She liked everything about it: the 
preacher, the Sunday school teacher, the 
singing, and her new friends. Espe- 
cially did she like-Dotty. But the thing 
that confused her was that the preacher 
always said at offering time, “We will 
receive your tithes and love gifts.” 





but 


yu 


ow 


o-s 


rect me fF 





Lesson for September 18 


Sandra’s daddy had always given her 
some money to put in the plate. She 
always thought it was a lot of fun to 
see who put the most in. But things 
were different at this Sunday school 
and church. By things that her Sun- 
day school superintendent and preacher 
said, Sandra got the impression that 
unless she had really brought her very 
own money, she was not giving to the 
Lord at all. It was not that she did 
not ever have any of her own money. 
She did. She received a twenty-five- 
cent allowance each week (providing, 
of course, that she had done her share 
of the work around the house). Then, 
too, sometimes when she visited her 
favorite aunt she came away with as 
much as a whole half dollar! She did 
not always get it, you understand. Only 
once in a while. Yes, Sandra had her 
own money. 

One day over at Dotty’s she asked, 
“What do they mean by tithes and love 
gifts? I never heard about them in my 
old church.” 

“IT guess I can show you better than 
tell you,” Dotty replied. “But I'll have 
to get my Dime Dollies first.” 

“Dime Dollies!” Sandra exclaimed. 
“What are they?” 

“You'll see,” called Dotty as she ran 
up the stairs. In no time at all she 
was down again, squatting on the living 
room floor. What she had were ten 
little stick men that she had cut out 
of very stiff paper. Each had a head 
made of silver paper with a face inked 
in. 

“Now,” she explained, “each of these 
dolls represents a dime. If you have 
ten dimes, they equal one dollar. So 
whenever I get a dollar, I ask my daddy 
to give me ten dimes for it. Then I 
take one dime and put it in a little box 
in my dresser called The Lord’s Box. 
I never touch the Lord’s money except 
to take it to give to Him in church or 
Sunday school. To take any of the Lord’s 
money would be stealing. And I don’t 
want to rob God! You see, one tenth 
of all that we have really belongs to 
God. And that one tenth is called a 
tithe. We give that to God because we 
owe it to Him. But when the minister 
speaks of love gifts it means that we 
give more than our tithe—we give a 
gift of love. Here are my ten Dime 
Dollies. If I take one out and put it 
over here, what do I have left?” 

“One, two, three, four, five, six, seven, 
eight, nine,” Sandra counted correctly. 

“Right! I give God this little tiny bit,” 
Dotty said, pointing to her one Dime 
Dolly, then, scooping up the other nine, 
she added, “but I have all this left for 
me. But if I give that one dime to God 
and do not do it gladly, if I do not do 
it because I love Him and want to please 
Him, He is not made happy by my gift. 
You see, God knows everything we 
think and He does not bless us if we 
give to Him just because we have to, 
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Sometime when I am feeling rather self- 
ish I give God just a tenth. But other 
times I give Him a love gift. Maybe I 
give Him two dimes, three dimes, or 
even five dimes.” Dotty was counting 
out her Dime Dollies as she spoke. “But 
even when I give that much, look how 
much is left! And do you know what? 
It is when I give the most to God that 
I am the happiest. I feel good all over 
and way down deep inside me!” 

“But I don’t very often get a whole 
dollar,” Sandra lamented. 

“Oh, well, that doesn’t make any dif- 
ference. If you have a nickel or a dime, 
or a quarter—or no matter what you 
have, you can give part of it to God. 
How much we give doesn’t really matter 
to Him. But how we give it makes all 
the difference in the world. God knows 
your heart, Sandra. He knows how 
much you love Him. He knows if you 
are giving to Him because you love Him. 
And that is what matters most to God.” 

And from then on Sandra gave some- 
thing of everything she had to God. 


, Teacher’s Note: Many fine teachers 
have prepared Dime Doll Stick Men 
as suggested in the “Learning To Give 
the Bible Way” series published by 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, Box 616, 
Pacific Palisades, Calif. Price, $3.30 for 
twelve lessons. 


LANCASTER, Pa, 
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When we fail to trust God fully He still 
remains unchangingly faithful. He is 
wholly true whether we trust or not.— 
Hudson Taylor. 
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FLORID trailer for rent, furnished, in 
quiet brosey park near beach, 


at Indian Rocks, Florida. Only $85 per month. Rents 
used in world-wide Christian work. Sell for $1600. 
DR. McKEE Alpine, N. Y. 
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Dainty Cradle Roll chart of baby Jesus in manger with Mary 
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Dramatic storytelling aid. Material for 20 scenes colorfully 
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MONEY FOR YOUR TREASURY 
OVER 2,000,000 
SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
Were sold in 1953 by members of Societies, 
Clubs, Groups, etc. hey enable you to earn 
money for your treasury, and make friends for 

your organization. 
Samples FREE to Officials 
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When They Shall Say, 
PEACE AND SAFETY 


It has happened every time — A man- 
made, God-defying “World Peace” has 
been the prelude to a still bigger war. 


Do you realize what this world is fac- 
ing — prophetically? What the atom 
bomb means to Satan? Just what are 
the signs of the resurrection? 


THE PROPHETIC ENSIGN is a 
highly specialized quarterly dealing ex- 
clusively with the prophetic Scriptures. 
(Arthur E. Bloomfield, Editor.) 


Special 3 Point Offer 


1. The Prophetic Ensign for 2 years (8 issues) 
$2.00 (including “Flying Saucers in the Next 
War”). 

2. Three back numbers dealing with the Chang- 
ing Climate and its Sensational prophetic 
implications — the most important prophetic 
development to date. 

3. A large (16 x 22) Prophetic Map in 3 colors 
showing what is to happen in prophetic 
lands, with plenty of blank space for future 
notes and changes—as they oceur. 


All for $2.00 


Just ask for “3 point offer” 


PROPHETIC ENSIGN 
Burket, Indiana 


Box 801 
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This Week's Questions Answered 


(The questions are on page 688) 
. Haggai and Zechariah, 
. Ezra, 
. Malachi. 
. John the Baptist and the Lord Jesus. 
. The priests (Mal, 2:1). 


. The dialogue, or question and an- 
swer. (See Topics for Development.) 


7. Paul, particularly in Romans (3:1, 
S, 8;.6:1, 15; 7:7, 13). 

8. The first and second comings of 
Christ. 

9. They were blinded to their own 
sins. 

10. They met together often to think 
and talk about the Lord (3:16). 
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Children at Home 
The School Drum 


Founded on fact 
By Amelia O. Stott 
IS African parents called him Kan- 


a ur wD 


gona (the little drum) because he’ 


was born the night that his father fin- 
ished the big drum he sent away across 
the hills to the head chief’s compound. 

Kangona lived in a remote village in 
Central Africa, and was the youngest 
of his family. He enjoyed going to the 
day school as well as herding the goats, 
and helping his mother to fetch water 
from the’ village well. 

His father was a well-known and 
clever drum maker, and with other 
men often went to the forest to fell trees 
for making the drums. Kangona loved 
going, too, to learn how to choose the 
right sort of wood which could be hol- 
lowed out into the proper shapes re- 
quired for all the different drums, 

Some of these were long and narrow, 
to be used by men playing the band for 
the king or big chiefs. Other drums 
were oval in shape, and were hung in 
the chief’s compound for “speaking,” 
that is, sending messages from hill to 
hill and village to village. Kangona, 
whenever he got a holiday from school, 
would go to the town with his father, 
where traders sold skins for covering 
the drums. F 

People came from all parts to buy 
them, as Kongona’s father was said to 
be such a good drum maker that his 
workmanship could not be excelled. 

His small son was quick and intelli- 
gent at school. He had learned a lot 
there, but best of all he had come to 
know and love his Saviour. His family, 
however, were not yet Christians, and 
he tried his best not only to pray for 
them, but to show a new spirit in his 
daily life. 

One evening when they had all shut 
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Alcoholism in Greece 


One of the main products of Greece is 
wine. In some villages, because of the 
shortage of water and the absence of 
milk, people have nothing to drink but 
wine. This is cause for much concern 
among Christians. 


Despina and Eleftheria are twin sis- 
ters and the victims of alcoholism in 
Greece. Their father comes from a 
Protestant family, but that means nothing, 
because the Protestants just as much as 
the Greek Orthodox need Christ in 
Greece. When he was younger he used 
to go to the Evangelical Church, but one 
glass of wine led to another. Repeat- 
edly he has been punished by the police. 
He is the father of seven children, the 
oldest of whom is 14. He is not able to 
work steadily and when he does work 
he spends most of his money on drink, 
while his wife and children go hungry. 
It is a real martyrdom for the family to 
live with him. He smashes the windows 
and everything else in the house. As 
soon as the children hear him coming 
they run and hide under their grand- 
mother’s bed. 


“The plight of the children is desper- 
ate,” writes Miss Anna Hadjimanoli, 
one of the missionaries of the American 
Mission to Greeks at its orphanage in 
Katerini, Macedonia—the only Evangel- 
ical children’s home in Greece especially 
for homeless and needy Protestant chil- 
dren. “We had to take Despina and 
Eleftheria in. They were starving, along 
with the other five children in the family. 
They are so happy here in the orphan- 
age. Please help them to stay by find- 
ing foster parents for them.” 


Will you be a foster parent to these 
children in Greece? It will thrill you to 
undertake such a missionary project. 
Their support is only $15 each a month. 
They also need someone to provide for 
their Christian education in our Evangel- 
ical School at $10 a month. If you 
write expressing your desire to care for 
a child in Greece, we shall send you the 
child’s name and picture and you will 
have a wonderful personal relationship. 


We have just received an urgent ap- 
peal from our orphanage. The beds 
they have are falling apart. They need 
65 beds at $10 and 65 mattresses at $8. 
The Lord will bless you for providing a 
bed and mattress for a little orphan in 
Macedonia. Send your letters and con- 
tributions to Rev. Spiros Zodhiates, 
American Mission to Greeks, Inc., Dept. 
S, P.O. Box 423, New York 36, N. Y. 
(In Canada: 90 Duplex Ave., Toronto 7, 
Ontario.) 


If you wish to see a beautiful 30-min- 
ute color sound film on the Lord’s work 
in Greece, write, and book, “Man of 
Macedonia.” 

















if 
t 


ee FT 


3 ES SS SS —lC(TD 











Lesson for September id 


themselves into their dark hut, his two 
elder brothers were sitting round the 
smoldering wood fire chatting to their 
parents. Kangona soon got weary, and, 
drawing his bit of blanket over his head, 
he fell asleep. A short time afterward, 
a loud drum could be heard from the 
top of a hill some distance away. Kan- 
gona’s family at once jumped up, grasp- 
ing their spears, for this was no mere 
fire alarm or other small matter. Its 
message was a deep, urgent sound call- 
ing the men, old and young, to come at 
once, for a lion was in the neighborhood. 
All darted out into the darkness. It 
was a summons all must instantly obey. 
Kangona was, of course, too young to 
take part in the hunt, but he just 
wouldn’t be left out! 

Seizing a spear, he slipped out of the 
hut, and ran after the men, his bare 
feet making no sound as he sped over 
the long grass. The others were all so 
excited and intent on their hunt, that 
he was not noticed. By the pale light 
of the moon, everyone crowded together, 
an eager, clamoring crowd in front of 
the chief’s compound. ’ 

Hill after hill took up the message of 
the drums. A man-eating lion had tried 
to enter one of the huts of a village 
nearby, where some herdsmen were 
asleep, and although the animal had 
been driven off, he was now hiding in 
the outskirts of a distant village. 


It was all very frightening to Kan- 
gona, but he was a brave boy, and had 
the example of his big brothers to help 
him not to fear danger. When all the 
men set off, he followed closely behind, 
and took care that nobody saw him in 
the darkness. How many miles he went, 
he did not know, tracking here and 
there all over the countryside. Then 
as dawn was breaking, the hunters 
halted at the foot of some hills where 
a big crowd of excited people were 
gathered, all shouting and yelling. Above 
the cries and deafening noise the news 
was. passed along that the lion had been 
speared outside a small village, so the 
danger was over. Amidst the babel of 
voices, Kangona, tired out and ex- 
hausted, slipped down to sleep in the 
tall grass, and lay there till the sun 
awoke him next morning. He found 
himself quite alone in a strange place, 
far away from his home and village. 
but he remembered to kneel and say 
his morning prayer. He asked God to 
take care of him in this new day, and 
to help him to find his way home. He 
knew his family might not think of his 
having followed the hunters, so they 
would not know where to look for him, 

As Kangona walked on, he saw below 
the top of the hill, a small village of 
huts away on the othér side. It took 
him a good hour to reach it, and it 
seemed like a very poor place, not at 
all like his own village. Although there 
were some bananas, gardens, grass, and 
mud huts, they were huddled together; 


(HE SUINDAY SCHOOL 1iMeES 


even the chief's larger hut was small 
and badly kept, and the fence around 
it was broken down in parts. He 

noticed some boys and girls coming 
along the narrow, rough path to a newly 
built hut that looked different from the 
others. It was clean and tidy. 

“What is this village called?” asked 
Kangona. They stopped and told him, 
staring at him as they asked: “Where 
do you come from? You don’t belong 
about here.” Then they started to talk 
about the lion that had been killed not 
far from their village. Nothing else 
seemed to interest them at the moment. 
“Where are you going now?” he asked. 
“Is that your school?” and he pointed 
to the little new building. “Yes,” they 
Said proudly, “and there comes our 
teacher, who only came to us ten days 
ago. Now we must go quickly.” 

“But where are all the children?” 
asked Kangona. “At my school we have 
lots of boys and girls.” 

“Oh, yes,” they said, “we are only a 
few as yet; the others are on their way 
here. They don’t know the time, as 
they live away across the hills. Even 
if they start at sunrise, they are often 
late.” 

“But haven’t you a school drum?” 

“We have no money to buy one,” said 
an older boy. “We’ve had much hard 
work to build this school. We pray, to 
God every day for a drum, but you see 
we are all poor ang can earn no money 
here. We do want other children to 
come,” he added, “so they, too, will learn 
about Jesus. It will be a happy day 
when we have a school drum, and 
enough books and other things.” 

Kangona followed the children into 
the building. It was very dark, with 
only tiny openings for windows, and 
looked very different from the school 
he attended in his village. 

At midday it was so hot that the 
school had to be closed, and the master 
took Kangona to his hut for something 
to eat. He lived with a Christian fam- 
ily whose sons were goatherds. After 
a good meal the father of the family 
decided that Kangona had better start 
for his own village at once. “As you 
might lose your way through the forest 
paths, I will send Bukini my eldest son 
with you.” 

So Kangona set out with his guide, 
who took him safely home, 

How rejoiced his father and mother 
were to get him back safe and sound, 
and how grateful they were to the young 
herder! 

“You must stay the night now,” they 
insisted, 

Over the best supper they could pro- 
vide, suddenly Kangona said, “Father, 
I want us to send a drum to that village 
school; we have so many here.” 

“Have they no money to buy one, 
Son?” 

“No, they re | spent all in getting 
their school built, and for a teacher, 
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Hand Carved 


CAMEL 


from the city of 


BETHLEHEM 


Handsomely hand carved from Olive wood 
grown in Palestine. Colorful decorated pack 
on camel's back. 5” tall. Made in the city 
of Bethlehem by native craftsmen. Collectors 
item. Wonderful gift item. Gift boxed. Oniy 
$2.95 postpaid. Satisfaction guaranteed. 
Free Woly Land Gift Cotolog 
HOLY LAND GIFTS 
3133-N Euclid St., Kansas City 9, Missouri 
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“UNDERSTANDING 
THE TIME” 


is the theme of 


2nd International 


Congress on Prophecy 


to be held November 6-13, 1955 
in Calvary Baptist Church 
New York City 


IN THE FALL OF 1952, the 
first International Congress on Proph- 
. ecy was convened under the auspices 
of the American Association for Jew- 
ish Evangelism. Standing room was 
at a premium in many of the sessions. 


Since 1952, there has been a marked 
acceleration in the race for supremacy 
among the nations of East and West. 
Apostasy in the spiritual realm is on 
the increase. For millions the future 
is bewildering. It is a day of confu- 
sion and fear. 


To declare God’s message for the 
present hour, the second International 
Congress on Prophecy will meet No- 
vember 6-13 this year, again at Calvary 
Baptist Church, New York. 


Under the leadership of Dr. V. R. 
Edman, president of Wheaton College, 
outstanding Bible scholars have been 
invited to give fresh interpretation of 
God’s plan for this atomic age: 


Dr. William Culbertson 
Dr. Alva J. McClain 
Dr. Wilbur M. Smith 
Judge W. R. Wallace 
Dr. William F. Kerr 
Dr. E. Schuyler English 
Rev. Herman B. Centz 
Dr. M. R. DeHaan 

Dr. Chester Tulga 

Dr. J. Palmer Muntz 
Dr. John F. Walvoord 
Dr. Allan A. MacRae 
Dr. John S. Wimbish 
and many others. 


For advance program write to 


DR. A. B. MACHLIN, Director 
Dept. S Winona Lake, Indiana 
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The children told me they were praying 
to God every day for a drum, that others 
might be able to come on time.” 

There was a silence, and then Kan- 
gona’s mother spoke. “These people 
were good to our boy, and sent him 
back safely with their own son. We 
have so many drums, and. get much 
money for ‘them. As a thank offering 
fer Kangona’s safe return, couldn’t you 
spare One for that school?” Kangona’s 
father rose and crossed their compound, 
and returned with the best and largest 
drum he had. He placed it before the 
youth, and said: “See! Can you carry 
that back to your village? My sons 
have all been taught at our school, 
which is well furnished in every way. 
As a thank offering we are glad to help 
another which is not so well provided.” 

The youth’s face glowed with delight, 
and he proudly set off at dawn with the 
big drum slung over his shoulders. 

As for Kangona he, too, was very 
happy. “It is fine to help God to answer 
those children’s prayers. I must remem- 
ber to pray that lots of boys and girls 
living far away will now come to hear 
about Jesus their Saviour and Friend.” 

WORTHING, SUSSEX, ENG, 


. Me 
First-Day Worship 


(Continued from second page) 


tians the law of nature is complete with- 
out it. (See Romans 13:8-10.) 

Certainly, had the seventh-day sabbath 
been moral or of the law of nature (as 
some would fain persuade themselves), 
it would not so slenderly have been 
passed over in“all these repetitions of 
this law, but would by Christ or His 
apostles have been pressed upon the 
people where so fair an opportunity as 
at these times offered itself unto them. 

Moses and the prophet Ezekiel both 
do fully confirm what has been insin- 
uated by us—td wit, that the seventh 
day as a sabbath was not imposed upon 
men until Israel was brought into the 
wilderness, (Deut. 5:15; Ezek. 20: 10-12.) 

Moses had the knowledge of it first 
from Heaven, not by tradition; that Is- 
rael had it not of or from their fathers, 
but in the wilderness from him, to wit, 
Moses, after he had brought them out 
of the land of Egypt; and that that whole 
law in which this seventh-day sabbath 
is placed was given for the bounding 
and better ordering of them in their 
church state for their time, till the Mes- 
sias should come and put, by a better 
ministration, this out of His Church, 
as we shall further show anon. 

The seventh-day sabbath, therefore, 
was not from paradise, nor from nature, 
nor from the fathers, but from the wil- 
derness and from Sinai. 

(To be contfhiued) 
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Keeping Interest From Straying 
(Continued from page 685) 


to secure, much less hold, the children’s 
attention. There will be fewer of these 
times, however, if an effort is made to 
gain the attention the instant the class- 
room is entered. Letting even a moment 
elapse gives them time to become in- 
terested in something else. 

Even before the record book is closed 
it is well to ask some question that will 
bring out an interesting point in last 
Sunday’s lesson. This refreshes their 
memory, and the thread of the story 
is caught up and carried on into the 
present day’s lesson. 

I have said nothing about prayer in 
the class. One teacher may feel that 
a prayer at the beginning is best, while 
another will choose to have this time 
at the end of the session. If at the be- 
ginning, I am sure that as soon as all 
eyes are on the teacher, he or she should 
ask that eyes be closed and the prayer 
should be short and to the point, 

However, it is most important that the 
teacher spend time alone with the Lord 
before Sunday school begins. Somehow 
the warmth of this communion is carried 
into the class. There is no substitute 
for it, and no one is so capable that he 
can afford to omit it. An inexperienced 
teacher will find wisdom and help for 
inadequacies by taking time with the 
Lord. 

So by first of all seeking the guidance 
of the Master Teacher and then realizing 
the value of that very first moment in 
the classroom, time now lost keeping 
order may be utilized to teach the Word 
to priceless souls, 


MILWAUKEE, OREG. 
we 


A Chart To Use 
in Studying Revelation 


F YOU are using Mr. Edgar Ainslie’s 

new book, “The Dawn of the Scar- 
let Age,” in studying the Book of 
Revelation in your Bible class or for 
your own personal study you will find 
most helpful a chart depicting the vari- 
ous dispensations in “The Course of 
Time from Eternity to Eternity,” pre- 
pared by A. E. Booth. 

It is in color, on good paper, measur- 
ing 33x13 inches, and is accompanied 
by a 34-page “key” by the same author. 

Both the chart and key may be had 
for $1, postpaid, per set. Why not send 
for copies also for all the members of 
your class or for individuals to whom 
you have given the book? Just ask for 
the “Course of Time Chart,” and address 
The Sunday School Times Company, 325 
North 13th Street, Philadelphia 5, 


When answering advertisements please 
mention THe SuNDAY ScHOOL TIMEs. 
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Lesson for September 18 
Scofield Sibles Vic raraiicrenpocket 


styles to choose from. 


Write for catalog describing Scofields and zipper cases 
to fit. FOWLERS, 113 Main, Hamburg, New York. 


BACK 
TO SCHOOL ., 
WITH THE 7 

GOSPEL 


Find out how you can 
help us reach public 
school children for 
Christ by writing 
CHILDREN’S 
BIBLE MISSION 


P. 0. BOX 1137 
LAKELAND, FLORIDA 


‘bible 
andbook 


{Formerly known as “Pocket Bible Handbook "'} 


Book OF a Lifetime ... FOR a Lifetime 
Loved alike by... Young and Old 
Widely Used in Colleges and Seminaries 
Highly Commended by leading Magazines 
Specially Useful for § S Teachers 
Invaluable for all Bible Readers 
itis an Abbreviated Bible Commentary, with 
Notes on Books of the Bible, their Historical, Geo- 
graphical and Chronological Backgrounds, with 75 

Illustrative Maps: 

Amazing Archaeological Discoveries, 
Confirming or Illustrating Bible History, with 78 
Authentic Photographic Reproductions: 

Related Historical Data from the Annals of 
Babylon, Egypt, Assyria, Persia, Greece and Rome, 
touching the Bible Story: 

How We Got the Bible, Formation of Old and 
New Testaments, Apocryphal Books, Manuscripts, 
and Early Christian Writings: 

An Epitome of Church History, Connecting 
Bible Times with Our Own; Early Church Fathers, 
Persecutions, Rise of the Papacy, the Popes, Luther, 
and the Reformation. 

There is nothing published, of its size, that has 
anything like as much practical Biblical information, 
(Further particulars sent on request} 

Now in its 


20th EDITION 
In this Edition, the Two Books, 
POCKET BIBLE HANDBOOK and BEST BIBLE VERSES 
are Combined into One, the HANDBOOK 
now containing Best Bible Verses. 
It has the same appearance and page size as the 
19th Edition, except it is about a quarter of an inch 
thicker, being 4 x 6% x 1% inches. 
956 Pages Cloth Bound $3.00 
{ Two $2.00 books combined into One, at $3.00. 
As books now sell, it is still a genuine bargain.} 
Order from your Bookstore or 


H. H. HALLEY, Box 774, Chicago 90, Ill. 
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The Sunday School Times 
Lesson List for 1956 


= of lessons prepared by THE 
Sunpay Scuoo.t Trmes in the Inter- 
national Uniform Lesson series for 1956 
is now available. It is a convenient 
pocket-size pamphlet, listing all the les- 
sons in the year in chronological order. 
Over-all lesson titles are given, with the 
Scripture references and Golden Texts 
and devotional readings. The specific 
topics for the various departments of 
the Sunday school are also given with 
the Scripture references for each, where 
they differ from the over-all Scriptures. 

Many superintendents and teachers 
have found THe Sunpay ScHoo. TIMES 
lesson list a valuable tool to place in the 
hands of each pupil as an encourage- 
ment toward lesson preparation at home. 
Used in the regular Sunday school ses- 
sions instead of lesson leaflets, they may 
stimulate pupils to use the Bible itself, 
rather than printed excerpts from it. 
Here is also a convenient lesson list that 
superintendents can hand to substitute 
teachers as a guide for lesson prepara- 
tion. 

Have you discovered how this valu- 
able tool may help your school or class? 
Why not order a supply and put them 
to work? They may be had for 15 cents 
a copy, $1.50 a dozen, or $12 a hundred, 
from The Sunday School Times Com- 
pany, 325 N. 13th St., Philadelphia 5. 


With the New Books 


Except as noted, these books may be 
ordered through the Times Book 
Service, 18th and Arch Sts., Phila- 
delphia 3. With each order of less 
than $3, please include 15 cents addi- 
tional; and with each order of $3 or 
over, please include 5 per cent addi- 
tional for handling costs. 


“The Fact of Miracle” 


A review of a recent book by 
Ernest Gordon, (Marshall Jones Co., 
Francestown, N. H., $1.50.) 


R. GORDON’S purpose in this very 
unusual book is to show that in 
our days, or at least in recent centuries, 
there have been well-documented paral- 
lels to the miracles of the Old Testa- 
ment, the Gospels, and Acts. He has 
been gathering this evidence over a long 
period of time, and much of his book 
will be stimulating reading for both the 
Christian and the skeptic. There are 
many stories of heroism and martyrdom, 
such as those taken from the records 
of the Scottish Covenanters, which will 
strengthen Christians to give a more 
courdgeous and consistent testimony. 
Here are simple testimonies of people 
who declare that they have seen Christ, 
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CHRISTMAS 


CARDS 


AN EXCELLENT OPPORTUNITY FOR 
YOURSELF, CLUB OR ORGANIZATION. 
OTHER FAST MONEY-MAKERS. 
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FREE COPY 
“THE STORY OF MY BOOKS” 


By DR. JASPER A, HUFFMAN 


Twenty page brochure with full page photo of this 
well-known and widely read author. Address: 


The Standard Press Winona Lake, Indiana 





















Sead us your “WANT LIST™ 


Ask tor tree coligtove ead 
theological book catalog 


LIBRARIES PURCHASED 


BOOKSTORE 
GRAND RAPIDS 6, MICH. 


LAST OPEN DOOR 
TO ASIA’S MILLIONS 


F.E.B.C. sends ouf the Gospel 20 hours each 
day in 36 languages through her eight power- 
ful radio transmitters. Radio sets pre-tuned to 
F.E.B.C. are distributed so many more might 
hear. This is a wotk of faith. 
THE FAR EAST BROADCASTING CO. 
P. O. Box 1 Whittier, California 
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Now more than ever 
GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS MEETS THEIR NEED! 


Authorities agree a three-year-old has 
received half his life training! This 
makes the Nursery Class for two- 

and three-year-olds the most strategic 
in your Sunday school. 








SOCOOOSSOSESESEEEEESESEEEEEEES OES 


A COMPLETE TWO-YEAR NURSERY COURSE 





Now Gospel Light Press offers two full 

—y of the well-known TWO-N-THREE 
IME Nursery materials. Appealin 
Bible-centered story books or leaf- 


lets .. . handwork kits . . " unexcelled 
teacher's manuals. Available on 
quarterly basis. 


See your Christian Bookstore 
or write «++ Dept. $S-9 








; GOSPEL LIGHT PRESS 


MOUND, MINN. or GLENDALE 4, CALIF 
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Preaching the Gospel 
of Jesus Chris 
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Write today 
for a FREE listening schedule 
Back to the Bible Broadcast 
Box 233 Lincoln 1, Nebraska 
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of others who have known His healing 
power, and of still others who have 
seen duplicated in their qwn experi- 
ence other miracles of the Old and New 
Testaments. There is much here that 
is both convincing and compelling. 
Mr. Gordon’s great concern has been 
to strengthen faith in the Scriptural rec- 
ord of miracles, and most of all in the 
great miracle of regeneration. He hopes 
by giving these many examples of the 
miraculous from modern times to silence 
the sweeping objections of skeptics who 
say that Bible miracles simply never 
could happen. But some of the miracles 








PERU— ARABIA — HOLY LAND 


Reaching Men for Christ 
Around the World 


87 Missionaries in 10 Countries 
Seeking the Lost 
Training the Saved 
Encouraging the Saints ° 


A thoroughly fundamental work of 
Evangelism and Church Extension, 
Hospitals, Seminaries and Bible 
Schools, Translating and Publishing 


by 
THE INDEPENDENT BOARD 
FOR PRESBYTERIAN 
FOREIGN MISSIONS 
246 W. Wainut Lane Phila. 44, Pa. 
Information on request | 


FORMOSA — JAPAN — KOREA 





BRAZIL — CHILE 
VANIYA — VIQGNI 
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Stories to Cover 
the Entire Bible 





Tell the Story Better— More Dramatically with 


i STORY-0-GRAPHS 


THE SUPERIOR FLANNELGRAPH FIGURES 


Also, an aluminum flannelboard and tripod 


STORY-O-GRAPHS, Dept. T 
| P.O. Box 145, Pasadena 16, Calif. 








Be Sure 


to Ask Your Book Store For 


THE BELOVED 
KING JAMES 
(AUTHORIZED) VERSION 


e PHILADELPHIA 

















Or. M R. DeHoon 
Teacher 





The ABC and Mutual Networks—Sunday 
Write for further information to 
THE RADIO BIBLE CLASS Box 22 Grand Rapids, Michigan 


Coast to Coast over the ABC and Mutual Networks 





Si 





Richard DgHoon 
Associate Feocher 








MUTUAL NETWORK=—10 A.M., Eastern; 9 A.M., Central; 8 A.M., Mountain; 9 A.M., Pacific 
ABC NETWORK=9 A.M., Mountain; 8 A.M. in all other time zones. 


Subject for September: 


THE IMAGE OF GOD 


September 3, 1955 


cited will raise many questions as to 
their authenticity in the readers’ minds, 
since many are supported by the tes- 
timony of only one witness, the person 
who reports the happening. 

Bible miracles must be taken on faith 
in the Scriptures as the Word of God 
and in the almighty power of God. It 
is doubtful whether stories of horses 
in modern times who apparently can 
do addition, subtraction, and square roots 
(p. 26) will help an unbeliever to ac- 
cept the story of Balaam’s ass; or 
whether belief in the story of how 
Aaron’s rod was turned into a serpent 
can be strengthened by the report that 
witch doctors in South America do the 
same thing (p. 18). The author quotes 
the claims of inspiration made for their 
writings by Madame Guyon and Harriet 
Beecher Stowe as though this inspiration 
was somehow akin, to that of the Bible 
(p. 24). Clairvoyance is cited as though 
it were closely related to the Biblical 
miracle of prophecy, and some of Swe- 
denborg’s experiences in foreseeing the 
future are given as parallels to Old 
Testament miracles (pp. 56, 47). “The 
author tells of a New Hampshire seeress 
who gave information as to the where- 
abouts of the body of a woman at the 
bottom of a lake three miles away, and 
argues that therefore we should not 
doubt Christ’s faculty for seeing the 
coin in the fish’s mouth. It is doubt- 
ful whether such evidence makes it 
easier or more logical to believe what 
is claimed for our Lord. 

There is no question that Mr. Gordon’s 
book is extremely interesting, being 
filled as it is with vivid, concise descrip- 
tions of astounding happenings in the 
realm of the supernatural. One does 
not like to criticize either those who 
related the experiences, for they were 
clearly devout, humble Christians, often 
greatly used of God; or Mr. Gordon, 
whose defense of the truth and long 
service as a loyal servant of Christ is 
well known to the Christian world. 
Every thoughtful reader will have ad- 
miration for his purpose and apprecia- 
tion for the wide reading and years of 
research that have gone into this treatise. 
At the same time, many readers who 
accept with unquestioning faith the mir- 
acles of the Bible will have serious ques- 
tions about the stories told here and 
whether they really do strengthen faith 
in the Bible. 


The Quest for Holiness. By George 
Gritter. (Eerdmans Pub. Co., Grand Rap- 
ids 3, Mich., $1.50.) This is a treatise on 
the development of the spiritual life, 
and, as such, it should be welcomed by, 
and be helpful to a great many Chris- 
tian people. The author writes in the 
Reformed .tradition,- with strong empha- 
sis on the objective elements in Chris- 


tian growth and on the fact that it is - 


God that works in us to will and to do 
of His good pleasure. Some readers 
will not agree with his treatment of bap- 
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tism (as a Calvinist, he stresses the sig- 
nificance of infant baptism), but all 
should profit from his sane, balanced 
teaching on the need for holiness in the 
life of the believer, and on the part 
which God has in sanctification, and the 
believer’s _ responsibility to press on 
toward perfection. 

The book points not so much to a new 
experience as such, but to a confident 
laying hold by the, Christian of all that 
God has done and is yet waiting to do 
to make us like Himself. The author 
quotes frequently from men like’ Evan 
Hopkins, Abraham Kuyper, and A. W. 
Tozer, and he gives a number of Scrip- 
ture references to substantiate his main 
points. A helpful bibliography is ap- 
pended. 
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The Young People’s 
Prayer Meeting 
By John W. Lane, Jr. 





Sunday, September 18 


1. New Projects for Our Society 
(Jas. 2:14-26) 
Topics are copyrighted by the International 


Society of Christian Endeavor, and are 
used by permission. 


T IS profitable at the beginning of the 

fall and winter season to take time 
to plan the year’s program for your 
society. Two topics have- been prepared 
therefore to stimulate such planning. 
This week’s topic has to do with 
“Projects for Our Society.” It may over- 
lap in some points next week’s topic, 
which is to consider “Work That Pro- 
motes My Church.” Without a definite 
and well-planned schedule, many worth- 
while activities may be neglected en- 
tirely, or may be poorly carried out be- 
cause of lack of preparation. Therefore, 
time will not be wasted that is spent in 
carefully charting your course, first in 
a meeting of your officers and commit- 
tee chairman, and later in a discussion 
of plans before the whole group. 

we 

Some of the questions that may well 

be asked in formulating your plans are: 
What projects were attempted last year? 

Were they successful? 

What did they contribute to the life of 
our society or church? 

What did they contribute in the way of 
definite Christian witness to others? 

What projects dwindled off or were 
dropped? 

What part did lack of interest or lack 
of good leadership play in such failures? 

‘ 

Some groups—and some individuals— 
are much better starters than finishers. 
Consecrated stick-to-it-iveness is needed 
if you are to have a successful young 
people’s society, just as much’ as it is 
needed in a successful business. It may 
be possible that your group attempted 
more than you really had time and abil- 
ity to complete. What lessons can you 
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"Peace tn my heart!” 


“For the first time in my life I have peace in my 
the testimony of a Jewish mother of ten, led to the Lord by 
one of our missionaries. 


Bitterly opposed and ridiculed because of her faith in the Lord 
Jesus, she simply said, “All my life I have been unhappy, but 
since I accepted Christ everything has changed. We all need 
the gift of faith in Him.” 
Dear friend, does the preaching of the Gospel to the Jew bear 
fruit? Here is your answer. The testimony of the Jewish mother 
could be multiplied a thousand times, wherever our 28 mission- 
aries proclaim Christ crucified, risen and coming agdin. “My 
word shall not return void.” 


There is no more rewarding and satisfying service, mote pleasi 

to our Lord than to bring the lost sheep of the House of Isr. 

to the feet of the Good Shepherd, the promised Messiah. Won't 
ou share in the privilege of being, with us, His witnesses? 
our prayers and help are urgently needéd. 


FREE: Read thrilling reports of Jewish evangelism in ow mogarine ISRAEL MY GLORY. Yours for the asking. 


THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL Missionary and Relief Sociciy, Ine 
Dear Friends of Israe!: 





Rev. Victor Buksbozen, General Secretary 








§ am sending enclosed for your ministry $__— 

728 S Witherspoon Bidg., Philadelphia 7Pa. NAME. 
Canada: Rev. Bruce Millar ‘ 
1066 Avenve Road, Toronto 12, Ontarie ADORESS_ ; 
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. . . 
—Christian Greeting Cards— 
Wholesale and Retail 
With Bible Text. Christmas, Birthday and All 
Occasions. Comforting, encouraging messages of 
cheer to the sick, sorrowing, and shut-in. In Bulk 
and Boxed Assortments. Good profit and prices 

reasonable. Ask for Catalog Price. List. 
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264 Laurel St. Dept. T Buffalo 8, N.Y. 
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draw from last year’s experiences that 
will help in carrying out this year’s 
plans? 
we 

In determining what to include in your 
plans you will do well to keep in mind 
the four essential principles upon which 
the Christian Endeavor Movement was 
founded. They are: (1) Confession of 
Christ; (2) Service for Christ; (3) Loy- 
alty to Christ’s Church; (4) Fellowship 
with Christ’s people. There are all kinds 
of worth-while projects that can be sug- 
gested for a young people’s group. Some 
of them, while very commendable, would 
be just as appropriate for a neighbor- 
hood club and the like. Keep in mind 
that yours is a Christian orgapization 
of yqung people, and that your service 
is to be done in Christ’s name and for 
His sake, and is not merely philanthropic 
or social service. Even certain service 
that may be called Christian may not 
be the particular thing that is suitable 
for your group, or the most important 
type of service for the moment. Take 
time to lay the matter before the Lord 
and ask Him to guide your thoughts 
and your plans. All too often we are 
tempted to make up our minds about 
certain activities and then go to the Lord 
and ask Him to bless what we have 
planned. Sometimes He cannot do so 
because what we have chosen to do is 
not a part of His plan or program. 

ye 

The portion chosen for our Scripture 
lesson for this topic has been called “a 
battlefield strewn with the bones and 
weapons of countless adversaries,” some 
of whom have cried out lustily for Paul 
and some for James in the matter of 
faith versus works. It should be suffi- 
cient for this topic to emphasize that, 
while James is pointing out here that 
the kind of faith that fails to move one 
to good works is a dead faith, neverthe- 
less he is not minimizing the importance 
of real faith. On the other hand, Paul, 
while discussing the vital necessity of 
faith, says also, “for not the hearers of 
the law are just before God, but’ the 
doers of the law shall be justified” (Rom. 
2:13). The truth that we need to see 
in thinking of our young people’s group 
is that good works must issue from a 
genuine and sincere faith in the Lord 
Jesus Christ and a desire to please Him. 
When they are undertaken merely with 
the thought of being busy or, doing good 
deeds, they fall short of the high ideals 
of Christian service. 


Now what are some of the projects 
that young people’s groups have found 
valuable in promoting Christian life in 
their group? Some have planned for 
a week night series of Bible studies, par- 
ticularly designed for young people and 
conducted at an hour when the majority 
can attend without neglecting other 
duties at home or at school. 

Some groups have found that a care- 
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50,000 
KOREAN 
ORPHANS 
NEED OUR 
HELP! 








Yes, the war was over long ago in 
Korea, but for 50,000 orphans there is 
a war going on which will never cease. 
For many of these unfortunate ones life 


is a losing battle. For others there is a 
little hope and comfort made possible 
by our many Christian friends in 
America who have stood by our or- 
phanage work'through the years. 


The International Gospel League is 
helping to care for over 300 orphans in 
her various orphan homes in Korea, 
India, and Africa. Thousands more are 
waiting for someone to care for them, 
and can only be taken in as more funds 
become available. 


You can have a part in this thrilling 
orphan ministry by sending a special 


gift this month to help care for these } 


lovable little creatures. 


Send your contribution to 
> 


INTERNATIONAL ' 
GOSPEL 
LEAGUE 
P.O. Box 357 Pasadena 17, Calif. 


The International Gospel League has 
almost 200 full-time missionaries and 
workers on five major fields. 

Projects include ofphanages, churches, 
schools, leprosariums, tract depots in 
India, Africa, Korea, Japan, Cuba. 








Free Book— 
SHEPHERD OF LIBERIA 


To each one sending a gift to the Inter- 
national Gospel League orphanage ministry 
this month. 
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fully conducted canvass of their neigh- 
borhood was valuable not only in dis- 
covering and interesting young people, 
but was helpful to the church as well. 
Consult your pastor about this. 

What about your meeting room? Can 
it be made more attractive and service- 
able with a little paint and repairs? 

Are there missions or institutions in 
your vi¢ginity that could be helped by 
a regular Christian service conducted 
by your group? 

Are there areas in which there are no 
nearby Sunday school facilities and 
where boys and girls might be gathered 
either on Sunday or some week day 
for simple Bible teaching, for which 
your group can be responsible? 

Are there migrant labor camps or 
service camps near by in which your 
group might find some form of Chris- 
tian service? Avoid mere entertainment 
here, There are many secular organ- 
izations that can well care for this. Make 
sure the service you render affords a 
definite opportunity to witness for 
Christ, or to provide Bible study, or to 
give out Scripture portions, and the like. 
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Really expect God to answer your 
prayers for direction, and be on the alert 
to be obedient and faithful when He 
opens the way, and He will lead your 
group into those projects that will 
strengthen and build up your group spir- 
itually. When that is accomplished, you 
will not need to be concerned about 
numbers or interest or finances, for all 
of these will fall into place and benefit 
by the spiritual life that flows through 
your group. 

PHILADELPHIA, 


For Family Worship 


By Ernest M. Wadsworth, D.D. 





Daily Bible Readings on the International 
Lessons, issued by the International 
Sunday School Lesson Committee. 


September 12 to 18 


Mon.—Malachi 1:6-14. 
Unacceptable Worship. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye offer pol- 
luted bread upon mine altar.” God ob- 
serves with what as well as how people 
worship Him. It ought to be known by 
all that the only thing we can offer 
to God that will be acceptable to Him 
is our love-filled obedience. “To obey 
is better than sacrifice” (1 Sam. 15:22). 
Unless we give God what He asks of us, 
from pure and holy motives, we offer 
polluted bread. All who partake of the 
Lord’s Supper without self-examination 
are guilty of offering to Him an un- 
pleasing observance. Pray for more 
serious soul examination before Com- 
munion by believers. 


Tues.—Malachi 2:1-9. Unfaithful Priests. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye are departed 
out of the way.” Ministers differ. There 
certainly are some very unfaithful pas- 
tors. Our Lord rebuked some in His 
last message to the Church. God's best 
gift to a church is a godly minister. 
But, unfortunately for the churches, some 
hold loose principles and are notable 
for carnal practices. You can test the 
state of ministry by the actual. words 
of Christ and His apostles regarding 
“Christian Ministry.”1 Pray for every 
minister of yOur acquaintance, 


Wed.—Malachi 2:10-16. 
Unfaithful Husbands, 
PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “The Lord hath 
been witness between thee and the wife 
of thy youth, against whom thou hast 
dealt treacherously: yet is she thy com- 
panion, and the wife of thy covenant.” 
God hates “putting away” (Mal. 2:16). 
“If a man vow a vow [including the 
marriage vow] unto the Lord . . . he 
shall do according to all that proceedeth 
out of his mouth” (Num. 30:2). God 


“will be a swift witness “between thee 


and the wife of thy youth” (Mal. 2:14). 
' Leaflet supplied by the Great Commission 
Prayer League, Chicage 10. 
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Outstanding New Books 


Pad White 
Doctor of Tanganyika 


A thrilling episode of modern missionary enterprise, 
this beautiful illustrated book is the heroic and heartwarm- 
ing personal story of planting the Gospel while fighting 
sickness and ignorance in the Central Plains of Tanganyika, 


East Africa. 


of our times. 


Hebrews 12. 


Maxwell does. 





Paul White 
The Jungle Doctor Series 


These charming, lively stories with their infectious humor 
and pointed Gospel teachings have reading fans of all ages 


who love missionary adventures. 


Six titles now ready; $1.50 each. 


Jungle Doctor Attacks Witchcraft 
Jungle Doctor’s Enemies 
Jungle Doctor Meets a Lion 


Jungle Doctor 
Jungle Doctor on Safari 
Jungle Doctor Operates 


Extch Sauer 
In the Arena of Faith 


The author's famous histories of salvation have rapidly 
made him one of the most widely read evangelical writers 
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$3.00 


Now in an entirely different effort, this book 


is aimed at the needs of the Christian warfarer as based on 


Its challenge animates the courage and gives 


inspiration and hope to all. - - 


LE. WMarwell 
Abandoned to Christ 


In this new book the author of Born Crucified and 
Crowded to Christ treats the theme which so deeply moves 
him: “Christ made sin for us.” 
the heart of the Christian Gospel as clearly and profoundly, 
or evoke its dynamic appeal with such compelling force, as 


At your bookseller or 


WM. B. EERDMANS PUBLISHING CO. 


255 JEFFERSON AVENUE, S.E. + 


$3.00 


Few writers can set forth 


- November, $3.00 
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j ) We are Doing what the World 
is Saying MUST be done in the Field of Missions. 


“NATIVE EVANGELISM”’ 


25,000,000 Chinese outside the mainland waiting to hear 
For complete information write: 


your prayers and interest. 


U. S. HEADQUARTERS 


P.O. BOX 550 T 
LOS ANGELES 53, CALIF. 











Let every Christian husband observe 
the Lord’s caution: “Take heed to your 
spirit, and let none deal treacherously 
against the wife of his youth” (v. 15), 
Let there be no bitterness (Col. 3:19). 
“Husbands, love your wives, even as 
Christ also loved the church” (Eph. 5: 25), 
Pray for more Christlikeness in the mari. 
tal union of Christian husbands and 
their wives. 


Thurs.—Malachi 2:17 to 3:6. 
Popular Skepticism. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Ye say F 
Where is the God of judgment?” Many 
in our churches cultivate a doubting 
state of mind. They criticize what they 
should commend and commend what 
they should criticize. They maintain a 
critical attitude whenever they consider 
the doctrines of the Scriptures. They 
really disbelieve in the doctrines of the 
Bible all the while they keep up their 
membership in the church. They never 
yet have arrived at faith. Pray for these 
doubters, and ask God to open their 
eyes. 


Fri.—Malachi 3:7-12. Unpaid Tithes. 


PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “Bring ye all the 
tithes into the storehouse.” The pros- 
perity of God’s cause, locally and re- 
motely, waits upon the faithful observ- 
ance of God’s will as regards benevo- 
lence. The strength of a selfishness in the 
heart is greater than we realize. Much 
for self and little for God is the general 
attitude. But let us remember that God 
loves a bountiful, cheerful giver, Pray 
that you may be victorious over stingi- 
ness when it comes to the work of God. 


Sat.—Malachi 3:13-18. 
The Faithful Encouraged. 


PRAYER SuGGESTIONS: “A book of re- 
membrance was written before him for 
them that feared the Lord, and that 
thought upon his name.” By such as- 
surance of divine remembrance of devo- 
tion shown by us, God encourages us 
to be faithful in holy ministrations. The 
eyes of the Lord observe everywhere 
and all the time the actions of men. 
If we would live more with this in mind, 
how much better our behavior toward 
Him and others would be. Pray that 
you may never forget that God watches 
over your: deportment. 


Sun.—Malachi 4. 
Judgment and Promise. 







PRAYER SUGGESTIONS: “All that do oe 
wickedly, shall be stubble: and the 7* 
day that cometh shall burn them up ou 
,-. But unto you that fear my name 40 
shall the Sun of righteousness arise me 
with healing in his wings.” It is curse wom 
or blessing for every soul: Have we ® 
forgotten that God has put the word < 
“perish” right in the heart of John al 
3:16? It is still the same now as in - 


the days of Christ and the apostles. 
Pray for a great spiritual awakening 
in your church and community. 








